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President’s Message
Wow- December is here! We are all juggling life, teaching, Christmas shopping, recitals and exams. The most
wonderful time of the year can also be incredibly hectic.
It has been a busy fall for the Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers Association. As you know, the
Government of Saskatchewan notified us that the proposed repeal of The Registered Music Teachers Act 2002 was not
tabled in the Fall sitting. There was an excellent discussion at the annual meeting followed by a unanimous vote to
move forward and fight the proposed repeal of The Registered Music Teachers Act 2002. We will keep our membership
informed of any new developments. We are grateful for the expertise of Mr. Greg Fingas, a Regina lawyer, who has
agreed to assist us.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our newly elected board
members. Returning for a second term are Lynn Ewing, Marj Klassen and
Laureen Kells. Welcome to Janice Elliot Denike as a new board member.
Karen Langlois and Gail Murray have one year left in their term. I want to
thank the board for all their time and efforts. Please know that you are
appreciated. To Sandra Kerr, our secretary, treasurer and register, I extend a
tremendous thank you. You are the cog that keeps SRMTA running smoothly.
As we get ready to turn the calendar to January, I want to encourage our
members to consider attending the CFMTA convention in Halifax in July. It
looks to be another great convention and a wonderful opportunity to visit
Nova Scotia.
We will soon be in full festival mode. Enjoy your Christmas break and get
ready to hit the ground running in January.
I want to wish all of you a blessed Christmas time with family and friends and a
most rewarding 2013.

Happy Holidays!

~ Audrey Watson

SRMTA Code of Ethics
The Saskatchewan Registered Music Teacher will:
Teach to the best of his or her ability and always promote a positive professional image
Always respect the dignity of the student and the work of another teacher
Keep the trust under which confidential information is exchanged
Refrain from proselytizing another teachers students by inducement, innuendo, or insinuation
Be candid but kind and objective when advising a student of his or her abilities
Have fair and honourable business practices at all times in dealing with students and the Association
Not misrepresent his or her own professional standing or advertise in a misleading manner
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SRMTA Purpose and Objectives
Our Purpose:
To promote improvements in the teaching of music.
To foster the interest of the public in music.
To promote a high standard of musicianship.
To maintain the recognition of music as a credit in elementary schools, high schools, and universities.
To promote continuing education by and for music teachers.
To promote and maintain the status of professional music teachers in the province.

The Objectives of the Association shall be:
to promote the interest of teachers of music in Saskatchewan who are members of the Association.
to encourage and foster the formation of local branches composed of members of the Association at suitable centers throughout
Saskatchewan.
to promote progressive ideas and methods in teaching of music; to encourage systematic preparation in the art of teaching and to
stimulate the acquirement by its members of a high standard of musicianship and general culture.
to develop and encourage interest in music as a credit in public high-school and university education.
to promote and assist all movements designed to improve the teaching of music and foster the interest of the public in music and
for these purposes to join with other societies and associations having like aims and objects in furthering these purposes.
to promote and maintain the status of professional music teachers in the province.
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PUBLICATION INFORMATION
OPUS is published three times a year: September,
December, and June

OPUS SUBMISSIONS
September 1, 2012 for Sept. Issue
November 15, 2012 for Dec. Issue
May 15, 2013 for June Issue
Article submissions must be sent electronically in an
editable format (e.g. Word, .rtf, or in the body of an email).
Photos (black and white, or colour) must be sent
electronically as an image file (e.g. jpg, tiff). The minimum
resolution for photos is 300 dpi. NOTE: Avoid reducing
the photo to send it by email.
ADVERTISING RATES
Per Issue
Inside front/back, back cover $180.00
Full page—$160
Half Page—$100
Quarter Page—$50
Business Card—$35
Ads need to be submitted by email as a camera ready
image. Ads may be submitted in colour or black and white.
Send all submissions to:
OPUS Editor
Email: catherinem@sasktel.net
DISCLAIMER
The views and opinions expressed in OPUS are not
necessarily those of SRMTA, nor does SRMTA endorse
the products or services advertised in OPUS .

www.srmta.com
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Celebrating the SRMTA Provincial Convention
~ Marj Moldon
The annual SRMTA provincial convention held in Regina this year was a tremendous success. There were very informative
workshops by Tracy Dahl, Jacques Després, Dr. Christine Vanderkooy, Ann Kipling Brown, Laurel Teichroeb, Barbara
Swanson, Janice Elliott Denike, Valerie Hall, Dr. Kent McWilliams and Debra Wanless.
Dr. Christine Vanderkooy explained in much more detail about Dmitri Shostakovich’s 24 Preludes and Fugues. These were
composed from Jewish and Folk music. She played electronic samples of this music and explained some of the difficulties
that he encountered as his music was censored and he lost his posts in the University of Leningrad and Moscow.
Tracy Dahl performed an amazing concert. She executed notes that I did not even know existed. She delighted us with her
piece that involved some acting and interaction with an audience member. Her tone colour was exceptional as well as her
diction in other languages. The next day she conducted a master class with students and gave them beneficial ideas which they
then practised immediately. Each
solution suited the student and it
broadened our knowledge as music
teachers also.
Jacques Depres explained the last 12
Preludes, their historical context, the
artwork that the Prelude depicted and
other interesting facts. This was to
celebrate Debussy’s 150th birthday. He
then performed the Preludes masterfully
on the grand piano with sounds that were
delicate and beautiful.
Debra Wanless interested us with her
explanation of CNCM as an alternate
conservatory for students. She explained
the Music for Everyone course that can
encourage a student to continue playing
the piano and fill in when the student is
not ready for the next grade of work. She
also explained that they offer Northern
Lights curriculum. These are pieces that
are exclusively composed by Canadian
composers and CNCM compiles them.
There is music up to Level 8A composed.
Debra also shared a workshop with us
regarding ensemble playing. This was
truly informative as she explained each
detail including pieces to choose; how to
choose ensemble partners, who should
pedal, and more knowledge that was
encouraging and insightful. Throughout
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the presentation, Canadian ensembles were performed at different levels to demonstrate the points that Debra was making.
Dr. Kent McWilliams answered our questions about the marking of RCM exams and what they expect as examiners. We were
given the job of marking and critiquing students as they were performing their exams on a recording.
Laurel Teichroeb shared information about Clementi. This included his struggles, successes, history about the period of time
that he composed and performed his music. One struggle was that he never performed after he was thirty-eight years of age
because the women were performing instead. A success for him was that he manufactured pianos to boost his finances.
Ann Kipling Brown presented Baroque dancing for all those who wanted to actually test out the music of that time period.
Janice Denike and Valerie Hall shared useful tips for church musicians and Barbara Swanson shared a course on early music
for singing.
Awards for 25 years of membership in the SRMTA were handed out and other awards were given also. One main point was
decided that we would make the effort to lobby the provincial government to keep our designation and be able to use the
initials RMT.
The Regina Branch did a superb job of organizing the events. Each detail was thought through and it gave teachers a chance
to spend some quality time together over good food, workshops and concerts.

SRMTA Melody Writing Competition Winner
Hi. My name is Ryan Lee. I’m 11 years old and in Grade 6 at Fairview Middle Years’
School in Swift Current, SK.
Some of the things that I like to do are to play with my friends playing sports such as
football, soccer and volleyball. I’ve started to play the saxophone and I’m also in
grade 6 RCM piano.
Composing music is fun! I was really happy and excited to hear that my piano
composition called ―Max the Mouse‖ won 1st place in this year’s SRMTA Melody
Writing Competition. Thank you to the SRMTA for this very special award.
My parents are Len and Catherine Lee and my piano and theory coach is Marilyn
King, Swift Current, SK.
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2012 Summer Music Camp Award ~ Gail Murray
There were two winners for the 2012 Summer Music Camp Award.
Alexa Kalist of Lloydminster attended the 11th Annual Pelletier Guitar and Music Camp, Birch Hills from July 16-19, 2012.
Alexa said she had never attended music camp before and plays piano and guitar. She is eleven years old and studies with Pam
Rolheiser.
Nicholas Yee of Martensville attended the TD High School Jazz Intensive in Saskatoon from June 25-29,2012. Nicholas, age
17 has developed a passion for playing music especially jazz and wanted to hone his trombone skills. He also plays tuba and
bass guitar and studies with Noreen Wensley.
Winners received $75 each after they attended camp and provided the following report for OPUS.

Thank you for helping me attend a summer music camp! My name is Nicholas
Yee, and this summer I attended the TD Jazz Intensive at the SaskTel
Saskatchewan Jazz Festival. First off, I would like to thank my piano teacher,
Noreen Wensley for everything she has taught me, helped me with, and for
presenting me with this opportunity.
At the camp I primarily played trombone in a big band setting, but I got to play
all sorts of jazz, such as blues, ballads, Latin songs, bossa novas, free form jazz,
bebop, and reggae, and got an opportunity to improvise using most of these
styles.
We also spent time on musical theory and jazz theory, including bassline
construction and improvisation theory. Many of the instructors at the intensive
were world class jazz musicians in their own right, for example, James Zollar, a
former lead trumpet player for The Duke Ellington Orchestra and The Count Basie Orchestra was there to help us learn the genre.
Personally, getting to meet and learn from people who play popular recordings I listen to was a significant experience for me.
Figure 1 Nicholas Yee, Trombone Player, Centre

Along with the great instruction over the course of the week, all the members of the Jazz Intensive got all access passes to any show in the
Jazz Festival that we could use to hear professional musicians play live and get a taste for the
many ways someone can present jazz. Overall, the camp was an amazing experience, and I will
Figure 2 Alexa Kalist
be sure to go back next year.
Gratefully yours, Nicholas Yee

I would like to thank you for selecting me for the Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers
Association Summer Music Camp Award. I had a lot of fun and the level of instruction was
amazing! I was very happy that every instructor at camp emphasized theory. I performed at
two of the concerts and I really enjoyed performing with other people. At cap there weren’t
just kids there were people from ages 9 to 65 so everyone can get something out of music
camp. The instruments taught at camp were guitar and bass guitar. Mr. and Mrs. Pelletier are
excellent hosts. My family and I plan to go back to the Pelletier Music Camp next year.
Sincerely, Alexa Kalist
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CFMTA YOUNG ARTIST TOUR 2012
Jinsung Kim, winner of the 2012 Young Artist Tour, is a rising star in the heart of the prairies. Born in South Korea, Jinsung began
piano studies at age nine, and moved to Canada at age twelve. Formerly a scholarship student of Dr. Lawrence Jones in the EckhardtGrammate Conservatory of Music in Brandon, he is now a junior from the studio of Dr. Kyung Kim at Brandon University, where he was
awarded the President’s scholarship(full tuition) for outstanding performance and potential. A recipient of numerous awards, he placed
third in the 2012 Doris McLellan Women’s Musical Club of Winnipeg Scholarship Competition, and the western Financial Group
Insurance Tudor Bowl, and the Kaye and G.R.Rowe scholarship at the Brandon Festival of the Arts, where he was named top
performer at its Encore Western Tour Competition. Now adding to all his credits, he can include 2012 CFMTA Young Artist Series
winner. The prize for winning this Competition is a concert tour of towns and cities in MB and SK. Jinsung began this musical
adventure in Saskatoon with a wonderful concert of JS Bach, Beethoven, Morel and Liszt. He repeated the performance in Rosetown,
Humboldt, Prince Albert, Yorkton, Brandon and Winnipeg to rave reviews. Jinsung brought remarkable musical maturity, brilliant
technique, and a perfectly charming personality to all his performances. He played to appreciative audiences and he considered this
opportunity one of the ‘most fantastic experiences in my life’.
Some of the comments Jinsung received on his performances included:
-

Beautifully played with accuracy, intelligence and understanding
Exciting and exhilarating!
Very professional, poised, accomplished performance
Excellent, fine stylistic playing
A wonderful role model for young musicians
He responded to the audience with charm, energy and enthusiasm
The Liszt was absolutely breathtaking

We thank Jinsung for warming our hearts and we wish him all the very best as he embarks on his musical journey.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Donahue, Western Young Artist Convenor

Young Artist Tour Journals by Jinsung
Sunday Oct.16th Saskatoon Concert.
It was a beautiful day on October 15th Saturday to drive with my father from St.Claude to Saskatoon. We were excited for the concert
from the morning. We drove about 7~8 hours and got to Saskatoon and met Noreen Wensley and served us wonderfully. She let me
practice and rehearse on her wonderful Yamaha Grand Piano at her house. The next day at Saskatoon’s concert I had about 30
members of audiences and a nice acoustic of the beautiful Church. The Baldwin Grand piano was just terrific and I successfully gave
great first concert of the tour. It was truly fun and honorable.
Friday Oct.28th Humboldt
Two weeks after completing the first concert successfully in Saskatoon, I visited Humboldt Sask. My father brought a brand new Video
Camera this time to capture and save my experiences on our laptop. We discussed how valuable the experiences of this tour are for
December 2012

OPUS

Page 12

me and the enjoyment our family experienced on the road to Humboldt. We stayed at the Days Inn Hotel and gave a concert at
Marysburg Church the next day. The Church was gorgeous and had my favorite Steinway Grand Piano. I was very pleased to perform
in such a wonderful Church with a brilliant Steinway Grand Piano. Audiences were extremely delighted and great.
Saturday Oct.29th Rosetown
The day after the precious experiences at Marysburg Church, we drove to Rosetown. My father drove all the way there while I was
watching the video of my performance from the last night on the way. We visited Saskatoon on the way to have a lunch break and
continued on our way. We arrived in Rosetown around 5:00 PM, three hours prior to the concert and took a look at the town. It was the
most beautiful town I have seen in Canada! Rosetown was so pretty and nice. I performed in the United Church Rehearsal Hall in
Rosetown and Mrs. Claire Seibold gracefully guided me to everything after the concert. I had a very small but nice audience. A few of
them were children and they totally loved my playing. I gave signatures to them after. We stayed in a Bed and Breakfast after the
concert in Rosetown.
Sunday Oct.30th Prince Albert
We woke up early in the morning. Mr. Bob,
the owner of the Rosetown bed and
breakfast, was very kind and my father
shared some of his favorite CDs as
appreciation of our wonderful treat. We
cooked Noodles on the way to Prince Albert
as well as saw a moose on the road. It was
surprising for me to watch a moose because
I had never seen one before and was
surprised by its size. We met Mrs. Marilyn
Lohrenz at the Prince Albert concert. She
was so generous and nice that we did not
know how to respond. She brought us apple
juice and some grape juices to serve before
concert. Quite a large number of audience
members attended the Concert and it was
one of my most enjoyable concerts of all
and best experiences I had. I was extremely
exhausted after this concert but extremely
happy. Mrs. Marilyn Lohrenz gracefully
offered us a supper and we went out to
Smitty’s to have supper. It was delicious.
We stayed at the Comfort Inn hotel and
came back home very safely next day.
Sunday Oct.14th Brandon
I was very confident and excited for my
wonderful home town concert. All of my
friends here at Brandon, my Piano Teacher,
Dr. Kyung Kim, and the Dean of the School
of music from Brandon University attended
the wonderful concert. It was very
comfortable and nice to play at the fine
Lorne Watson Recital concert hall, which I
didn’t get much chance to perform at while
at Brandon University. I felt very honored
and fantastic receptions were held after the
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concert. The audience was very nice and I had many pleasant conversations with the audience after the recital. My teacher was also
very delighted and he treated me after the concert. It was definitely the most exciting day of the year!
Sunday Oct. 21th Winnipeg
I was a little bit sad that this was the final concert of the tour but I gained one of the most valuable experiences at Winnipeg’s Concert.
Some of my best friends in Winnipeg attended this concert to watch my playing. I was truly grateful to play for the people who
supported me back in when I was in Winnipeg. The Westworth United Church was beautiful and the Yamaha Grand Piano was just as
bright as a diamond. I was very lucky to play such a gorgeous piano. Throughout the program, I enjoyed all my experiences. My father
was very proud of me after my final concert and we celebrated with some of our friends in Winnipeg after the concert. I came back to
Brandon Next day.
To. Young Artist Competition…
All the supporters, Teachers, Donators and volunteers I truly appreciated the fantastic experiences I had in my life. Being chosen as a
winner of this competition improved my confidence, refined my musical skills, and helped me to become a better musician. I will never
forget this experience and the opportunity that was given to me.
Thank you.

____________________________________________________
Important Dates
January 31, 2013

Entry Deadline for Bowes, Wallis, Gustin, and Bee competitions/scholarships

March 15, 2013

SRMTA/CFMTA Piano and Vocal Competition

March 22, 2013

Entry deadline for the Jean McCulloch Junior Piano Competition

March 31, 2013

Professional Fees are due

April 1, 2013

Deadline for the SRMTA/CFMTA Student Composer Competition

May 1, 2013

Entry deadline for the SRMTA Community Music Awards

May 15, 2013

Deadline for submissions to the Spring Issue of Opus

May 25, 2013

Bowes, Gustin and Wallis competitions in Saskatoon, SK.

May 25, 2013

Jean McCulloch Junior Piano Competition in Biggar, SK.

June 1, 2013

Entry Deadline for the SRMTA Summer Music Camp Bursary

October 18 & 19, 2013

SRMTA AGM and Convention in Unity, SK
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For information on the Provincial Level Piano Competition
view the SRMTA website at: www.srmta.com
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For information on the Provincial Level Voice Competition
view the SRMTA website at: www.srmta.com
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Executive Officers and Board of SRMTA 2011 - 2012
President

Audrey Watson, Box 948, Rosthern, SK S0K 3R0; (306) 232-4933 gawatson@sasktel.net

Vice President

Laureen Kells, Box 57, Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0; (306) 272-4762 lkells@sasktel.net

Past President

Vacant

Registrar/Secretary/
Treasurer

Sandra Kerr, 45 Martin Street, Regina, SK S4S 3W4; (306) 584-9547 skerr.srmta@gmail.com

Board Members

Lynn Ewing, 726 - 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1; (306) 652-2240 lewing@sasktel.net
Karen Langlois, 1261 Gillmor Crescent, Prince Albert, SK S6V 6A8; (306) 763-4674
langloismusic@sasktel.net
Marjorie Klassen, Box 37, Glenbush, SK S0M 0Z0; (306) 342-4946 cklassen@sasktel.net
Gail Murray, Box 245, Yellow Grass, SK S0G 5J0; (306) 465-2580 grmurrayfarm100@yourlink.ca
Janice Elliott Denike, 101 Leopold Crescent, Regina, SK S4T 6N5; (306) 586-3007
ajdenike@gmail.com

CFMTA 1st Delegate

Audrey Watson, Box 948, Rosthern, SK S0K 3R0; (306) 232-4933 gawatson@sasktel.net

CFMTA 2nd Delegate

Laureen Kells, Box 57, Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0; (306) 272-4762 lkells@sasktel.net

_____________________________________________________
Appointees of SRMTA 2011 – 2012
Archivist - Anne McGilp
35 Porteous Crescent, Saskatoon, SK S7J 2S7
(306) 373-8433, rmtmcgilp@sasktel.net

Jean McCulloch Jr Piano Competition - Karen
Langlois
1261 Gillmor Crescent, Prince Albert, SK S6V 6A8
(306) 763-4674, langloismusic@sasktel.net

Dorothy Bee Memorial Scholarship and
SRMTA Summer Music Camp Award - Gail
Murray
Box 245, Yellow Grass, SK S0G 5J0
(306) 465-2580, grmurrayfarm100@yourlink.ca

Opus Editor and Webmaster – Catherine Moore
5313 – 2nd Avenue, Regina, SK S4T 0C1
(306) 533-6551, catherinem@sasktel.net
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Florence Bowes and Gordon C. Wallis - Eunice
Koehler
419 Steiger Way, Saskatoon, SK S7N 4K2
(306) 242-9506, ekoehler@shaw.ca

U of Regina Senate – Kimberly Engen
224 Orchard Crescent, Regina, SK S4S 5B8
(306) 585-7810, engenk@gmail.com

U of Saskatchewan Senate - Joan Halmo
47 Pony Trail, Saskatoon, SK S7T 1A4
306) 373-1451, joan.halmo@usask.ca

Canada Music Week and
SRMTA/CFMTA Student Composer - Laureen
Kells
Box 57, Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762, lkells@sasktel.nett

RCM - Kathleen Lohrenz Gable
419 Crean Lane, Saskatoon, SK S7J 3X3
(306) 373-1785, gklh@shaw.ca

Composers Division - Janet Gieck
530 Redberry Road, Saskatoon, SK S7K 4S3
(306) 384-1922, ljgieck@sasktel.net

Trinity College – Lynn Ewing
726 – 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H 0H1
(306) 652-2240, lewing@sasktel.net

SMEA - Vacant
SMFA - Laureen Kells
Box 57, Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762, lkells@sasktel.net

Canadian National Conservatory of Music
Laureen Kells
Box 57, Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762, lkells@sasktel.nett

London College - Mark Turner
231–670 Kenderdine Road, Saskatoon, SK S7N 4W4
(306) 652-4413, turnerstudio@sasktel.net

SRMTA Community Music - Sarah Clark Gregory
Box 1124, Watrous, SK S0K 4T0
(306) 946-2160, sclarkgreg@yahoo.ca

Young Artist - Cathy Donahue
Box 7, Perdue, SK S0K 3C0,
(306) 237-4790, bcdonahue@xplornet.ca
Lyell Gustin Memorial Scholarship - Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240, lewing@sasktel.net
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Branch Presidents and Secretaries 2011 - 2012
THE BATTLEFORDS BRANCH
President: Robyn Rutherford, Box 1360, Unity, Sask. S0K 4L0; (306) 228-2493, rutherford4@sasktel.net
Secretary: Diane Neil, Box 24, Unity Sask. S0K 4L0; (306) 228-3782, jdneil228@sasktel.net
EAST CENTRAL BRANCH
Secretary: Angel Liebrecht, Box 148, Lanigan, SK S0K 2M0; (306) 365-9989, liebrecht.a@sasktel.net
LLOYDMINSTER BRANCH
President: Pam Rollheiser, Box 3012, Lloydminster, SK S9V 1P4; (306)825-4168, nprollheiser@bellevista.ca
Secretary: Pam Rollheiser, Box 3012, Lloydminster, SK S9V 1P4; (306)825-4168, nprollheiser@bellevista.ca
PRINCE ALBERT BRANCH
President: Marilyn Lohrenz, 303 – 25th Avenue, Prince Albert, SK S6V 4P5; (306) 763-7382, wmlz@shaw.ca
Secretary: Lorna Gibson, 405 21st Street West, Prince Albert, SK S6V 4J5; (306) 763-5996, rlgibson@shaw.ca
REGINA BRANCH
President: Rina Lichtenwald, 2929 Wascana Street, Regina, SK S4S 2G7; (306) 525-3206, rinalichtenwald@hotmail.com
Secretary: Marina Wensley, 3090 Wascana Glen, Regina, SK S4V 2L4; (306) 546-2890, wensleytm@sasktel.net
SASKATOON BRANCH
President: Karen Reynaud Altrogge, 214 Skeena Cres, Saskatoon, SK S7K 4G8; 229-3364, saskatoonopera@sasktel.net
Secretary: Verna Olfert, 907 Steeves Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5N3; (306) 384-8431, vjolfert@sasktel.net
SWIFT CURRENT BRANCH
President: Diana Martens, Box 686, Herbert, SK S0H 2A0; (306) 784-3519, w.martens@sasktel.net
Secretary: Rebecca Chilton, 442 Russel Crescent, Swift Current, SK S9H 4T9; (306) 773-2353, thechiltons@sasktel.net
WEST CENTRAL BRANCH
President: Peggy L’Hoir, Box 727, Biggar, SK. S0K 0M0; (306) 948-5231, rplhoir@sasktel.net
Secretary: Helen Barclay, 41 West Road, Kindersley SK S0L 1S1; (306) 463-6695, helen.barclay2@gmail.com
YORKTON BRANCH
President: Diane Jones, Box 2339, Kamsack, SK S0A 1S0, (306) 542-2238; diane.jones@xplornet.ca
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