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CELEBRATE THEORY
helps you give your
students more.

LEVEL

5

Theory (Prep–Level 8):
• Engage your students with
interactive activities,
exploration of repertoire,
and written exercises
• 2 answer books

LEVEL

9

HARMONY

Harmony & Counterpoint
and Analysis (Levels 9–ARCT):
• Explore the musical language
through melody-writing,
four-part harmony,

celebratetheory.com

counterpoint, and analysis

LEVEL

10

HISTORY

History (Levels 9–ARCT):
• Discover styles, genres,
composers, and works
that shaped the musical
milestones from major
historical eras

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Lynn Ewing
All of a sudden it’s that time of year again. That time
when all of the practicing and rehearsing reaches its
fruition—just like the beautiful crabapple trees and lilacs
we see everywhere.
As we enjoy those final recitals, provincial festival
classes and other competitions it is inevitable that we
begin to think about next year and the adjustments we
will make in our studios, the repertoire we will search
out and the potential students we will consider
accepting. There is always a lot to consider. We might
also be thinking of our own professional development—
there are always numerous opportunities to attend
various summits, keyboard conferences or teachers’
music camps in the summer months.
While representing SRMTA at the meeting and national
piano competition of CFMTA Laureen Kells and I had the
opportunity to take in the MTNA/CFMTA collaborative
conference in Baltimore. I attended many excellent
presentations and learned a great deal, but I was most
deeply inspired by the master class of Leon Fleisher
whose perceptive comments got right to the heart of
each student’s difficulties. Still performing at eightyeight, Mr. Fleisher displays the artistry that marked him
out as a great pianist, despite potentially career-ending

brain troubles. He is the wittiest clinician I have ever
heard speak. Such inspiration stays with a person!
It is not always feasible, financially or practically to
attend such conferences, especially when they are held
at some distance in mid-March. But if a major
conference is not in the cards this year, why not
consider taking in our provincial convention in Yorkton
this fall? Yorkton promises to
be both entertaining and
stimulating.
I wish you every
success as you bring
your teaching year
to its close and hope
that the summer
provides some
opportunity for
relaxation and
renewal.
Yours in music,
Lynn Ewing

Northern lights
Laureen Kells
Northern Lights Canadian National Conservatory of Music is pleased to announce that effective Feb, 2017, exam
students of CNCM can apply to Saskatchewan Education for high school credits for their Practical and Theory exams.
CNCM Piano Grade 6 (practical and Grade 6 theory) = Music 1520
CNCM Piano Grade 7 (practical and Grade 7 theory) = Music 2520
CNCM Piano Grade 8 (practical and Grade 8 theory) = Music 3520.
Students and parents are encouraged to check with their principal or guidance counsellor
for the exact application process.
These credits came available after in-depth communication with CNCM and numerous
requests from teachers, parents and students. CNCM is very pleased to receive this formal
recognition of their program.
Saskatchewan is the first province in Canada to offer high school credits to CNCM exam students
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Publication information
OPUS is published three times a year:
October, January, and June

OPUS SUBMISSION DEADLINES
September 15 for October 1 Issue
December 15 for January 15 Issue
May 15 for June 1 Issue

Article submissions must be sent electronically in
an editable format (e.g. Word, .rtf, or in the body
of an email).
Photos (black and white, or colour) must be
sent electronically as an image file (e.g. jpg, tiff, pdf).
The minimum resolution for photos is
300 dpi. Avoid reducing the photo to send it by email.

NOTE

The Editor reserves the right to edit submissions.

ADVERTISING RATES (Per Issue)
Inside front/back or back cover — $180.00
Full page — $160
Half Page — $100
Quarter Page — $50
Business Card — $35

Please inquire about the special pricing for 3 issues!
Ads may be submitted in colour or black and white.
Email submissions to the editor: laurissa@sasktel.net

DISCLAIMER

The views and opinions expressed in OPUS are
not necessarily those of SRMTA, nor does the SRMTA
endorse the products or services advertised in OPUS.

VISIT US AT:

www.srmta.com

Study
Music
at the
University
of Regina
music@uregina.ca
306-585-5532
www.uregina.ca/
mediaartperformance/music

OPEN HOUSE

Experience a day in the life of a
UR Music Student! Meet faculty
and current students, and
attend clinics and workshops.
There is no registration fee.

Open Rehearsals
and Classes

November 21-25, 2016

AUDITIONS

February 11, 2017*
February 28, 2017*
March 18, 2017
* eligible for scholarship
consideration
For more information,
contact
music@uregina.ca
306-585-5532
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OBJECTIVES OF THE SRMTA
The objectives of the Association shall be:
TO PROMOTE A HIGH STANDARD OF TEACHING

• to promote the interest of its members by stimulating them through workshops, masterclasses, and
conferences
• to promote progressive ideas and methods in the teaching of music
• to encourage systematic preparation in the art of teaching
• to stimulate the acquirement by its members of a high standard of musicianship and general culture

TO FOSTER AN INTEREST IN THE ORGANIZATION

• to promote a spirit of comradeship by encouraging members to serve on branch, provincial, and national
councils where appropriate
• to encourage and foster the formation of local branches composed of members of the Association at suitable
centres throughout Saskatchewan
• to speak with one voice on provincial and national issues and always advocate on matters of concern for the
professional musician and for the student of music

TO PROMOTE CONTINUING EDUCATION BY AND FOR THE TEACHER

• to encourage the sharing of ideas that would be useful to members and students by giving workshops or
writing pedagogical articles for the Association’s newsletter

TO MAINTAIN THE RECOGNITION OF MUSIC AS A CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL AND IN POST
SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS
TO PROMOTE AND MAINTAIN THE STATUS OF PROFESSIONAL MUSIC TEACHERS IN THE PROVINCE

• to promote and assist all movements designed to improve the teaching of music and foster the interest of the
public in music and for these purposes to join with other societies and associations having like aims and objects
in furthering these purposes to promote and maintain the status of professional music teachers in the province
by educating the public on the importance of a qualified teacher and by encouraging upgrading and by keeping
informed through workshops, periodicals and conferences

SRMTA Code of ethics
The Saskatchewan Registered Music Teacher will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

teach to the best of his/her ability and always promote a positive professional image
always respect the dignity of the student and the work of another teacher
keep the trust under which confidential information is exchanged
refrain from proselytizing another teacher’s students by inducement, innuendo, or insinuation
be candid but kind and objective when advising a student of his/her abilities
have fair and honourable business practices at all times- in dealing with students and the Association
not misrepresent his/her own professional standing or advertise in a misleading manner

OPUS June 2017
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Branch reports
swift current — Karen MacCallum
January to June- what
a busy time of the year!
Besides teaching
schedules, family
activities (Quinn
Anderson Folk had a baby boy-Congrats), interests and
other jobs (members in SOA,SMEA,SMFA), just to name
a few, our members continue to make RMTSC a vital
part of their lives and the community.
We held our January meeting at Casey’s Restaurant
where there is a very nice electric grand piano. Several
scholarships are supported by our group at the
Music Festival. Janet Gieck was involved in the Vanguard
Festival, Heather Macnab in the Maple Creek Festival

Barb Levorson & Heather Macnab (retiring)

and the rest of us in the Swift Current Festival. We also
award the Helen McIntosh Bursary at the high school.
This year’s recipient is Jesse Koethler. Besides the usual
reports and house-keeping business, the Professional
Development part of the meeting involved Andrea

Neustaeter and Janet Gieck performing several wonderful duets, hence, the importance of the piano! Pandora’s
Box question was “How do you make and follow a
lesson plan?”. Several suggestions in a lively discussion
ensued. Janet introduced a good book, Simultaneous
Learning by Paul Harris, which she will share around the
group.
Our April meeting revolves around performances by
winners of our Festival Scholarships and a potluck luncheon. This year Minjae Kim treated us to “El Matador”.
She and her mom were invited to stay for lunch. At this
meeting we presented retirement gifts to Sharon Carson
from Beechy and Heather Macnab from Maple Creek. We
wish them all the best in their future endeavors. Special
guest was past member Marilyn Ginther. Pandora’s Box
question was “How do you motivate students to practice
at home without parent involvement?” This is the time
of year for starting plans for fall activities and projects
so the emails have already been abundant.
The Executive
will meet to
schedule the
upcoming year.
We will end
in June with
a family BBQ
and Social
Gathering.
Here’s hoping for nice
weather!

Barb Levorson & Sharon Carson (retiring)

Notice of SRMTA Annual General Meeting
Saturday, October 14
12:00 noon (lunch)
Yorkton SRMTA Convention
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Branch reports
YORKTON — Diane Jones
Once again, we have had a very busy and
successful year as we continue to work
together for the betterment of ourselves
and most importantly, our students. Many
of us continue to take classes and strive
to keep up with the latest music teaching
techniques which keep us vital and
current in our roles as teachers.
In November we hosted our annual
Canadian Showcase. Composer Lisa
Frederick came to adjudicate and share her compositions with us. Fifty-five students participated in this
event.
For our Christmas get-together, we enjoyed appetizers
as we looked at pictures and heard stories about Laurel
and Laureen’s adventure to Eisenstaedt, Austria where
they attended the Classical Music Festival.
In February we hosted our annual Music Writing
Competition. This year we had thirteen entries that
were judged by Lisa Frederick. Congratulations to Diane
Jones, Laureen Kells and Laurel Teichroeb whose
students went on to win the SRMTA’s student composer
competition!

Our annual Family & Friends recital is always successful
with a great turnout. This year’s recital featured such
ensemble music as piano duets accompanied by
grandmas, parents, aunties, friends, a violin solo
accompanied by a sister, vocal numbers and an exciting
musical theatre number with Siamese dragons.
On May 30, Yorkton hosted the Jean McCulloch Junior
Piano Competition.
In her role as Past President of the SRMTA, our member
Laureen Kells attended the Commemorative Conference
of the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers (CFMTA)
and The Music Teachers National Association (MTNA)
which was held in Baltimore Maryland in March. At that
time she was pleased to be nominated and to accept
the position of Vice President of the CFMTA. This
position is a two year term and takes effect in July 2017.
We are anticipating the SRMTA Fall Conference that
will be held in Yorkton on October 13 & 14. Much effort
has been put into this conference and we encourage
everyone to support us by coming out. A highlight of
the conference will be the duo piano concert featuring
the Piano Chameleons on the two grand pianos at St.
Andrew’s United Church.

Family and Friends Recital on April 30th

OPUS is seeking articles from its members on topics of
relevance to today’s music educators!
Please contact the OPUS editor Laurissa Archer
at laurissa@sasktel.net for more details.
OPUS June 2017
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CANADIAN FEDERATION OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS
FÉDÉRATION CANADIENNE DES ASSOCIATIONS DES PROFESSEURS DE MUSIQUE

Celebrating
Canada’s 150

Branching Out

Providing leadership in music education across Canada

aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 CFMTA/SRMTA Student Composer Competition
Students of the SRMTA used their creative talents to develop 29 wonderful compositions this year! Anna Hostman
was our adjudicator. Congratulations to every student who took the time to write and enter this competition.

8 & UNDER – Preparatory Class
WINNER: Elizabeth Poppleton
INSTRUCTOR: Diane Jones
COMPOSITION: “Dancing Diamond”
My name is Elizabeth Poppleton. I am 7 years old. I was born in Yorkton, SK. I have
1 sister and 1 brother. I like to horseback ride, bake, make arts and crafts and read.
I am in the middle of reading The Trumpet Of The Swan. I have 2 birds named
Neptune and Diamond. Diamond just learned to step up, where the bird steps up like
your finger is a step. My song is based on Diamond, because he steps back and forth
like he is dancing. My favorite piano song is Young Hunter by Nancy & Randall Faber.
SECOND PLACE: Gaoyuan (Thomas) Cheng
INSTRUCTOR: Ruo Qi Xiao
COMPOSITION: “Kaleidoscope”
Gaoyuan was born in 2010 in Zhengzhou, China and immigrated to Regina, SK when
was a two year old. He is currently in Grade 1 at St. Timothy Elementary School. He
likes singing, painting, and playing floor hockey. He is also good at skiing, snowboarding, and ice skating. Gaoyuan started to learn the piano a year ago with Mrs. Xiao
and has shown great interest in composition. His persistence, creativity, and positive
attitude has impressed us.

Adjudicator- Anna Hostman
Described as “suggestive, elegant and hauntingly
beautiful,” Anna’s music has been performed in Canada,
Mexico, Enland, China, Italy and Russia. Her
compositions seek out tactile encounters with the world
while also extending into history, story, memory, and
landscape. Originally from the west coast of
Canada, Anna now resides in Toronto, where she is part
of the Blue Moss Ensemble with Mitch Renaud and
Emilie Lebel.She has also been a performer and
composer in the Intermission Interarts Colletive with
Dylan Robinson and David Cecchetto for over a decade,
creating experimental pieces with unusual forms.
Alongside works for chamber ensemble, voice,
orchestra, solo performers and opera, Anna has
OPUS June 2017

composed for dance, installation,
theatre, experimental film and
video, and created music
for the National Film Board
documentary, From Harling
Point.
Recently, Anna walked 200
kilometres of the Camino
de Santiago and
created murmuring for
Baroque quartet, a piece
which sought to translate
aspects of walking the Camino
into a new composition.
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aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 CFMTA/SRMTA Student Composer Competition
11 & UNDER

WINNER: Nicole Milbrandt
INSTRUCTOR: Laurel Teichroeb
COMPOSITION: “Grasshopper Dance”

Nicole Milbrandt is an energetic, creative, nine year old girl from Springside,
Saskatchewan. She enjoys drawing, writing, swimming, running, and exploring nature.
When she began piano lessons last year, she found a new passion -– making music.
Nicole loves to sit at the piano and practice each piece until every
detail is perfected. However, she finds the greatest pleasure in
playing around to create her own rhythms and sounds. Her
vivacious spirit and love for life and music can be
felt in the songs she creates.

SECOND PLACE: Neil Wyatt
INSTRUCTOR: Lynette Sawatsky
COMPOSITION: “Gentle Polar Bear”
My name is Neil Wyatt. I have one brother and five sisters. I am 10 years old and am in
Grade 5. My favourite thing to do is play with my friends. I have been taking piano
lessons for 5 years.

aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 CFMTA/SRMTA Student Composer Competition
15 & UNDER – CLASS 1
WINNER: Isaac Michayluk
INSTRUCTOR: Sandra Read
COMPOSITION: “Enchanted Bells”
My name is Isaac Michayluk, and I’m 13 years old. I currently am in grade 7 at a
Ukrainian Bilingual School in Saskatoon, SK. I love and enjoy the Ukrainian language,
traditions, cultures, food, music, etc…and am proud to be a Canadian Ukrainian. I
started playing piano when I was five years old but only started composing two years
ago. Playing the piano and composing songs makes me quite happy and whenever I
get the chance to I will sit down to play. I am excited to continue doing this in the
upcoming years. Aside from piano, I also enjoy playing the French horn in my school
band and take Ukrainian dance. In addition, I play football, ball hockey, and school
sports. I will be a referee for ball hockey this spring. In my free time, I love to play the
piano, read, hang out with friends, watch movies, listen to music, and
to spend time with my family.
SECOND PLACE: Kolby Zagoruy
INSTRUCTOR: Peggy L’Hoir
COMPOSITION: “Unbelievably Blue”
Kolby Zagoruy is twelve years old and lives on a farm near Biggar, Saskatchewan. She
attends Biggar Central School 2000 and is in grade seven. Kolby has been taking music
lessons for six years and will be writing her grade seven theory exam this April, as well
as her grade six piano exam this June. She enjoys composing her own songs for others
to enjoy.  In her spare time, Kolby enjoys curling, skating, long distance running and
reading. Kolby’s favorite thing to do is spend time with her golden retriever, Sadie.

For all entry forms go to www.srmta.com
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aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 CFMTA/SRMTA Student Composer Competition
15 & UNDER, CLASS 2

WINNER: Marissa Hart
INSTRUCTOR: Laureen Kells
COMPOSITION: “Garbage Can”

Hello, my name is Marissa Hart and I am thirteen years old. I have many hobbies
including reading, listening to classic rock, bike riding, and taking care of my pets:
Ginger, Hank, and Rosa. I enjoy canoeing and kayaking in the summer and hope to
train competitively again this year. I enjoy playing and composing music, and would
like to be a comedy/fantasy story writer someday, along with a professional musician.

19 & UNDER
WINNER: Julie Borsa
INSTRUCTOR: Sarah Clark-Gregory
COMPOSITION: “Dreaming of Fairytales”
Julie Borsa is a sixteen-year old, grade 10 student at Winston High School in Watrous,
SK. She has been taking piano lessons for 8 years and began composing music at the
age ten. When she is not at the piano, Julie is also busy with dance, hanging out with
friends, spending time with her family and taking care of her dog,
Kona.
SECOND PLACE: Emily Goring
INSTRUCTOR: Peggy L’Hoir
COMPOSITION: “Day Dreamer”
Emily Goring is currently in the 11th grade at Biggar Central School. She began piano
lessons at the age of seven and is currently finishing grade eight with RCM. She has
recently started teaching piano lessons to eager beginner
students from her home. She has also volunteered and taught lessons to underprivileged
children with “Heart of the City Piano” program. Emily also plays the clarinet and is
moving onto Provincials with her piece Le Petit Negre. When she is not involved with music
in the community she enjoys dance and travelling.

OPUS June 2017
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aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
Outstanding Achievement Award
IThe Outstanding Achievement Award recognizes SRMTA
members who have made a difference in their students’
lives, their local musical community, and also at their
branch level. Branches are asked to forward their
recipient’s name to Laureen Kells (lkells@sasktel.net) by
Sept 15, 2017. There is a nominal fee of $50.00 to be
submitted by the local branch (please make cheque
payable to “SRMTA”). Please include a letter highlighting
the recipient’s contributions and biography.
All recipients are required to have been an SRMTA
member for a minimum of 5 years, currently be a
member in good standing and have held office at the
local, provincial or national level.

piano
centre

This award is an excellent opportunity for
branches to acknowledge members who have
made a significant contribution to the SRMTA,
local music scene, and student education. Please
note that each branch is allowed to submit one
recipient per year.
Award recipients will be recognized at the Fall AGM
(Yorkton, October 14). A Branch representative and their
recipient are requested to be present at the AGM.
For more information please contact Laureen Kells
(lkells@sasktel.net).

Pianos by
• Yamaha
• Seiler
• Knabe
Yamaha Digital Pianos
• Avant
• Clavinova

www.yamahapianocentre.ca
1011 Broadway Ave
Saskatoon, SK

306.665.0213
Serving Saskatchewan’s Musical Community Since 1980

board members needed!
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The SRMTA is seeking Board Members.
Contact Laureen Kells or Sandra Kerr
if you are interested in serving in this important capacity.
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aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 Jean McCulloch Junior Piano Competition

— Laureen Kells

On Saturday May 27th, 12 students and their families
travelled to Yorkton to participate in the 2017 Jean
McCulloch Junior Piano Competition.

The SRMTA welcomes interest from any RMT branch or
group of individuals who are interested in hosting the
2018 competition.

The adjudicator for this year’s competition was Everett
Hopfner of Brandon, MB and all the students and
teachers found him engaging and helpful. Time allowed
for each student to spend time with Mr. Hopfner at the
piano and all the students found this very valuable.

The winners were:

This is the 8th year of the competition and SRMTA
would like to thank Roger and Marie Jolly of Yamaha
Piano Center for their continued support. We also would
like to thank Terry Ortynsky of Royal Ford in Yorkton for
his sponsorship.

Grade 3-4
Left to right: Parker Hollinger,
Laureen Kells (SRMTA liaison), Mason Hart,
Everett Hopfner, Emily Kreuger, Juliana Ubongen

Grade 3-4: Mason Hart
(winner of Yamaha Piano Centre $200 award)
Grade 5-6: Lindsay Van De Weyer
(winner of the Yamaha Piano Centre $250 award)
Grade 7-8: Kevin Trinh
(winner of the Yorkton Royal Ford $300 award)

Grade 5-6:
Left to right: Laureen Kells, Jakob Surjik,
Lindsay Van De Weyer, Konomu Sinclair, Signy
Thorsteinson, Everett Hopfner

Grade 7-8
Left to right: Laureen Kells, Tryggvi
Thorsteinson, Ross Van De Weyer, Zoe
Flaman, Kevin Trinh, Everett Hopfner

Inspiring Musicians since 1906

World-class Faculty | World-class Facilities | World-class Students

brandonu.ca/music
music@brandonu.ca
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aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 Dorothy Bee Memorial Scholarship
A scholarship of $750 shall be awarded to a successful teacher wishing to take further studies and who returns to
teach in Saskatchewan. Upon completion of their studies, the recipient of this award is required to write a brief
report for inclusion in Opus and is encouraged to present a workshop or session to branch members. This award is
funded by interest on an investment bequeathed by Dorothy Bee of Regina and the SRMTA/SMEA Professional
Development Fund. The application form can be found at http://www.srmta.com/dorothy-bee.html

For all entry forms go to www.srmta.com
2017 Florence Bowes Pedagogy Scholarship— Lynn Ewing
The 2017 Florence Bowes Pedagogy Scholarship Competition was held on Saturday,
May 27th, 2017 in Saskatoon at the Emmanuel Anglican Church.
The adjudicator was Audrey Falk Janzen.
The Pedagogy Scholarship recipient was Jhena Dela Cruz.
Jhena is from Saskatoon and studies with Lynn Ewing.

Audrey Falk Janzen & Jhena Dela Cruz

2017 Gordon C. Wallis Piano Scholarship— Lynn Ewing
The 2017 Gordon C. Wallis Scholarship Competition for Piano was held on
Saturday, May 27th, 2017 in Saskatoon at the Emmanuel Anglican Church.
The adjudicator was Audrey Falk Janzen.
The Performer Scholarship recipient was Christianne Bentler.
Christianne is from Saskatoon and studies with Lynn Ewing.
Audrey Falk Janzen & Christianne Bentler

Have you moved?
Contact information changed?
Please notify srmta@sasktel.net
Page 16
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aWARDS & COMPETITIONS
2017 Lyell Gustin Memorial Piano Scholarship— Lynn Ewing
The 2017 Lyell Gustin Memorial Piano Scholarship Competition was held on Saturday, May 27, 2017 in Saskatoon at
the Emmanuel Anglican Church. Adjudicator Audrey Falk Janzen was very pleased with all of the performances and
had no reservations about awarding any of the scholarships. There were 4 performers.

The 1st place winner was Eleanor Chen
(Winner of Gustin Trounce Heritage Committee Scholarship of $500)
Eleanor is from Saskatoon and studies with Bonnie Nicholson.
The 2nd place winner was Ameer Abusada.
(Winner of the SRMTA Scholarship of $300)
Ameer is from Regina and studies with Sarah Konescni.
The 3rd place winner was Presley Reddekopp.
(Winner of SRMTA: Saskatoon Branch Scholarship of $100)
Presley is from Pambrun and studies with Bonnie Nicholson.
From left: Kennedy Kosheluk, Ameer Abusada, Presley Reddekopp,
seated Eleanor Chen, adjudicator, Audrey Falk Jansen

Presley Reddekopp with Lynn Ewing

Eleanor Chen with Cheryl Steponchev, representing
Gustin Trounce Heritage Committee

Ameer Abusada with Lynn Ewing

Thank you to the Saskatchewan Music Educators Association (SMEA)
for their ongoing sponsorship of our professional development programs.

OPUS June 2017
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MTNA/CFMTA Conference in Baltimore
Laureen Kells
Memorable Mantras: Phrases to Teach By
Presented by Catherine Kautsky
MTNA/CFMTA Commemorative Conference
March 2017, Baltimore, Maryland

1. Divide and Conquer: (William Westney) Every passage needs to be grouped, for both technical
and musical reasons.

2. Less fingers: (Leonard Shure) We play individual notes with our fingers, but we make larger
gestures from our wrists and arms. Use “handling” not “fingering”.

3. And then to “there” – (Benjamin Zander) Group from the upbeat, change and you will have it
right.

4. Barlines should be seen and not heard – (Arthur Schnabel) Melodic stresses and downbeats
need not coincide, do not assume they do

5. Tops – (Martin Canin) Voicing is everything.
6. Play living notes – (Richard Goode) Keep the sound alive for its duration; the space between
the notes is what counts.

7. The pedal is the soul of the piano – (Anton Rubinstein) The pedal adds butter to the sauce.
Too much and too little are both a misfortune.

8. Listen to one line with one ear and the second with the other – (Boris Berman) It’s all about
hearing independently and then synchronizing.

9. Rests are active units of silence – (Tom Rosenberg) Fill silence with your most intense
imagination, rests are not a rest period.

10. All animals are equal, but some are more important than others – (Boris Berman) the same
goes for notes.

11. Finish – (Gil Kalish) Finish your gesture technically before jumping to the next thing, and finish
your thought. Breather, phrase and do not hit and run.

The new school year can be stressful.
With My Music Staff it doesn’t have to be.
Visit www.mymusicstaff.com to start your FREE trial today!

Page 18

OPUS June 2017

MTNA/CFMTA Conference in Baltimore
Laureen Kells
During the week of March 18 – 22 members of the
Canadian Federation of Music Teachers and our
American counterparts, the Music Teachers National
Association met in Baltimore, Maryland to enjoy the
2017 Commemorative Conference. This conference
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the first joint
conference between our organizations which was held in
Toronto in 2007.

Competition. Again, you can refer to the latest CMT for
some lovely pictures and results of this national
competition.

As Past President of the SRMTA it was my privilege to
travel, along with our current President
Lynn Ewing of Saskatoon, as delegates
from Saskatchewan.

Thanks to the SRMTA for assisting us in attending.

After a busy five days we were happy to board our plane
and head north. It was a great experience, that was
filled with learning opportunities and of course the
important business of helping to run the CFMTA.

Our first order of business, upon arrival
was attending the Executive Meeting of
the CFMTA which was held, along with
all the activities, at the beautiful
Baltimore Waterfront Hotel. I encourage
you to read the minutes of that
meeting, which are in the current CMT,
to see what actions and activities our
national association has been busy
with.
Following that meeting, all the
delegates were pleased to attend a
Meet and Greet, hosted by the
Executive members, President Cindy
Taylor and Vice President Tiffany
Wilson. Joining us were Dr. Garry Ingle,
President of the MTNA and other
members of the MTNA. All were very
gracious and pleased to have the
Canadians in attendance.
The next several days were filled with
workshops, networking, meeting new
friends and of course a very large trade
show. Lynn and I were happy to see
fellow Canadian Karen King and attend
her very interesting presentation on
student motivation. Also presenting
from Canada were Pat Frehlich, Dr.
Lorna Wanzel, Marth Hill Duncan and
Dale Wheeler.
The CFMTA was also pleased to be able
to host our annual National Piano
OPUS June 2017

306-221-3786

Services
• aural tuning

P.O. Box 32006
Saskatoon, SK S7S 1N8
bruce@bgpianotech.com
www.bgpianotech.com

• voicing
• concert and studio
preparation
• custom rebuilding
• regulating
• repairing

Servicing pianos for over 30 years

• evaluations and
consultations
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SRMTA: 85 Years and Moving Forward
Fall Convention & Annual General Meeting
October 13 & 14, 2017
St. Andrew’s United Church, 29 Smith Street E, Yorkton SK

Featuring

Friday evening concert with the Montreal piano duo/duel

The Piano Chaméléons

(in conjunction with the Yorkton Arts Council)

Workshops

Gregory Chase
Special guest Tiffany Wilson

President of the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers

Accommodation

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
63-7 th Ave. North, Yorkton, SK
306-782- 9888
2 Queen beds - $112.99 plus taxes
Deadline: August 30, 2017

Friday, October 13
5:30 p.m.

Registration

5:45-6:45 p.m.

A Historical Perspective of Music Education in Canada
Presenter: Tiffany Wilson, CFMTA President
Presenter: Gregory Chase
Tracing the past 150 years of the teaching of music in Canada and the important
role private music teachers played in the shaping of music education in Canada.

7:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m.

Piano Chameleons duo piano concert
President’s Reception at 227-1st Ave N

Saturday, October 14
8:15-9:00 a.m.

Muffin breakfast

9:00-10:00 a.m.

The Baroque Sonata
 resenters: Laureen Kells & Laurel Teichroeb
P

Have you ever wondered how the Baroque Sonata differs from the Classical
sonata? Join us as we discuss the beginnings of this well-used and popular form.

10:00-10:20 a.m.

Coffee break

10:20-11:45 a.m.

Teaching the Whole Child: Educational Psychology and its
Applications to the Private Music Studio and Classroom

11:45-1:30 a.m.

Presenter: Gregory Chase
Psychology is an intrinsic part of education and often private music and
classroom teachers do not receive sufficient preparation in the art of psychology.
Many of our pedagogy programs teach us how to teach an instrument, but not
necessarily, how to teach and instill learning within the child. This session will
address questions of: How do students think and learn? What motivates
students? Why are social context, interpersonal relationships and emotional
well-being important to students’ learning?
Lunch followed by AGM a nd Performances by the winners of the
SRMTA Student Composer Competition

1:30 – 1:45 a.m.

Break

1:45-3:45 p.m.

Why Generation Z Requires a New Approach: Teaching Today’s
Students
Presenter: Gregory Chase
There is a new generation of students who have entered our studio and
classrooms. Generation Z is coming of age. To say, all one has to do to connect to
Generation Z is use technology is a fallacy. Rarely if ever, has the world
experienced so much change as has happened in their brief lifetimes. Politically,
socially, technologically and economically, they are moving at warp speed. These
changes have created a generation very different than any known before. This
session will take a look at Generation Z and how they learn, and how we, their
teachers, can connect and stimulate their learning with Generation Z in
meaningful ways.

3:45 p.m.

Closing Remarks

The Piano Chaméléons  A duo-duel of electrifying pianists formed by Matt Herskowitz and John Roney. Two
pianos with tail flank against flank. Classical music and jazz merge in a burst of virtuosity! This unique show
concept allows audiences to attend a concert where two pianos compete, speak and complement each other,
blending classical and jazz. Undeterred masters of improvisation, these two virtuosos take a cunning pleasure
to revisit the standards of jazz or the great classics to bring them in new paths.
Visit them on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/108516404
Gregory Chase is both adjunct faculty and student in the Learning and Instruction Department of the
Graduate School of Education at the University at Buffalo, State University of New York. His studies focus on
neuromusic, and educational psychology, specifically, how our brain learns and processes music when we
learn music.

SRMTA
2017 Convention
Yorkton, SK

Registration Form

Name__________________________________________________Branch________________________________
Mailing Address______________________________________________________________________________
Email Address________________________________________Phone Number_______________________
Registration includes all workshops, Piano Chameleons concert and Saturday lunch.

Early-Bird Deadline: August 15, 2017
______ SRMTA Members

______ Non-SRMTA Members

$120

$140

After August 15, 2017 until October 1, 2017
______ SRMTA Members

______ Non-SRMTA Members

$140

$150

*Extra tickets for the Piano Chaméléons concert must be purchased at
www.ticketpro.com
Send registration form along with your cheque payable to Yorkton RMT:
Lenore Denbrok, Box 149, Saltcoats, SK, S0A 3RO

Childcare can be provided

For more information about the convention or to request childcare,
email Diane Jones at dianejones75@gmail.com
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Noteworthy recipes
Laureen Kells
Now that the summer is soon upon us, here are a couple of recipes to help keep you cool! These are taken from
“Noteworthy Recipes- Opus 2” published by the East Central Registered Music Teachers, and “Cooking Con Brio”
published by the West Central Registered Music Teachers.

STUDIO UPDATES

Red Velvet Punch
8 Cups cranberry juice
6 ounce can frozen orange juice
6 ounce can frozen pineapple juice
6 ounce can frozen lemon juice
2 large bottles of ginger ale.
Combine all the juices. Pour over ice in a punch bowl.
Add ginger ale at serving time.
Makes 30 servings.

Summer Frost
6 ounce can frozen orange juice
3 ounce can frozen lemonade
1 – 48 ounce can of pineapple juice
1 – 12 ounce container of apricot nectar
8 cups of 7-up or ginger ale
Combine all ingredients. Add 7up at serving time.
Makes 16 servings.

Carol Shellenberg

The Rosewood Park Music Studio has had a
great year. This past year we were able to offer
private lessons for flute, violin, and piano, but
beginning in the fall we hope to hire two new
teachers and offer guitar and trumpet lessons.
It’s exciting to see the enthusiasm and growth
in the education program right here in Regina.
For us it’s wonderful as a new school is being
built right next door! The studio also offers
group piano Yamaha lessons, and we have
found success in transferring Yamaha students
into private lessons. The children are given
such wonderful basics in the Yamaha program
so they transfer very well into their lessons.
Here’s to a great year-end with anticipation of
the fall!

STUDIO UPDATES- Laureen Kells
Cross Canada Music
With 2017 being the 150th birthday of Canada I found a unique way to bring this into the music studio and as a bonus learn more music! In September 2016 I gave each student a blank map of Canada. We then proceeded to learn
a piece of music from each province. With each piece of music
learned the student then colored in the respective province.
This proved to be a great way to explore Canada, learn more
about our Canadian composers and explore a lot more repertoire.
Some of the books I leaned heavily on were the Northern Lights
Series, published in conjunction with the Canadian National
Conservatory of Music and My Your Canadian, which is a  book of
Canadian folk songs published by Music for Young Children.
For PEI, every student had to learn a version of O Canada and
for the north I found an Eskimo Lullaby.
I handed out prizes of Canadian music for each student who
finished their maps.The students really enjoyed this and they all  
took great ownership of their maps.
OPUS June 2017

Student Maps
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My Music Staff Review
Barb Levorson
Barbara Levorson teaches
piano and music classes for
children ages 1 to adult in
Swift Current and Maple
Creek. She and her
youngest daughter
currently live in Swift
Current with their
mews-ical cat!
www.mycswiftcurrent.
com

number on the business tax form, a quick description of
the type of expense, and how much is eligible to claim.
Then it was easy to create summary reports to transfer
to my tax return. Going forward I am inputting each
receipt separately and so that I can more accurately
analyze where I am spending money so that I can look
to lower expenses.
I am hoping the company will team up with tax software
vendors, such as TurboTax, so that data can be
automatically imported from My Music Staff into tax
software.

This is a part of my
My Music Staff does not have full database analysis
continued review and
tools, such as ‘nesting’ of expenses. For example, under
exploration of the My Music
“Supplies”, I record general teaching supplies such as
Staff software, as I work my way
books for the studio, craft supplies,
through the functionality of the
program. I have now delved into the
“For new families stickers, student rewards, etc.. I
cannot specify each of these as
reporting and invoicing functions, and
have found it generally easy to use, and to my studio...I feel distinct expenses and then aggregate
of great assistance for tax filing.
they are presented them as “Supplies” (or conversely do a
report on just “Supplies” with each
Creating reports for parents for the
with a positive
subcategory broken down). The
Children’s Tax Credit was very easy and
advantage of being able to do this is
effortless as all the information was
impression of a
to see exactly where your money goes
already stored through monthly
professionally run (“wow, I really spent that much on
payment records. (note: this is the last
stickers??!”). In order to do more
year for this Tax Credit; however I
studio.”
sophisticated data analysis, you either
often have parents ask me for annual
have to be very specific in how you set up expense
reports for other reasons). I wish I had done this a few
categories and calculate totals separately, or look to
years ago as I was often re-typing the same information
different database management tools.
from Excel into Word in order to create receipts.
For tax filing, I took advantage of the customizable
expense fields, and created expense categories that
correspond to the tax forms. I included both the line
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The company is continually improving the look and feel
of the interface generally, such as Help menus and the
Home page. I have found some parents log into their
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My Music Staff Review
account to access their own information, but
some still contact me to do it for them. I suspect
this speaks to individual comfort levels with
technology generally, and feel this may improve
over time. For new families to my studio, when
they receive their login code to their account, I
feel they are presented with a positive impression
of a professionally run studio. It continues to be
easy to navigate and manage the needs of my
studio.
My summer project is to integrate my personal
website with the website functionality included
with My Music Staff. I will let you know how that
goes! Have a relaxing summer to recharge and renew,
and wishing your students well in their upcoming
exams.

Check out www.mymusicstaff.com for your free
30 day trial!

Making a difference through musiclink
Lisa Frederick, Regional Coordinator- MusicLink Foundation
Think, for a minute, about that student who comes to
you loving music and already showing musical
talent. The one who is eager to learn and, as a
result, progresses quickly. Think of that student, whom
you view proudly as he or she develops a
lifelong love of music, prepares for exams, participates
in festivals, and is chosen for first chair in the local
orchestra.
Now imagine that this student was never able to take
lessons, never having the opportunity to realize their
musical potential. This happens every day,
everywhere. Many families do not have the financial
means to provide lessons for their children.
The MusicLink Foundation is a non-profit organization
located in Arlington, Virginia with a twenty five year
program history of developing the talents of promising
students in financial need across the United States and
Canada. It began as a simple idea—one teacher
connecting with a neighbourhood school, church, or
youth organization to teach one deserving student, who
would otherwise never have the opportunity to take
music lessons. The result? Over 6,500 students receiving
OPUS June 2017

ongoing lessons in all 50 states and several Canadian
provinces, including Saskatchewan.
From its humble beginnings, MusicLink has continued to
grow and now has the support of dozens of major
business partners. The MusicLink Foundation links
promising students in need with professional music
teachers who volunteer to teach on partial to full
scholarship
for as long as
these students
wish to learn.
We assist in
the purchase
and repair of
instruments, moving costs for donated pianos, camp
scholarships for our students, and coordination and
expansion of
programs into new communities across North America.
The process is simple and the rewards are great.
If you would like to learn more, log onto the MusicLink
website at www.musiclinkfoundation.org or send
me an email: lfmusicworks@gmail.com.
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Meet our new members
Jhena Dela Cruz- Saskatoon
Jhena has accomplished her ATCL and RCM Grade 10 Piano. Other musical
achievements include receiving first place in the Pedagogy class for the Gordon Wallis
scholarship competition in 2016 and most recently, the scholarship for the Florence
Bowes Piano Pedagogy category of 2017. While Jhena furthers her music studies in
plans to achieve the ARCT certificate, she will also use her musical ability in hopes to
aid her students with their own self-discovery through music.

Olivia Adams- Saskatoon
Olivia is a music student entering her third year of Music Education with a major in
piano. She has enjoyed studying under a variety of music teachers. A collaborator at
heart, Olivia enjoys working with many ensembles and performers as an accompanist,
as well as recently exploring the world of Lieder pianist, duets, and two piano works.
Olivia started her studio by teaching the neighborhood kids and it quickly grew into
her own little business. Her studio is active and busy with group lessons, composition
classes, and composer fairs. She has completed an Elementary Pedagogy Certificate
as well as her Grade 10 piano, and plans to continue in her pedagogical training at
the University of Western Ontario this fall. She maintains a busy musical life through
teaching, performing, accompanying, and enjoys being a pianist and flautist in various
ensembles, including the U of S Wind Orchestra as well as a member of the Greystone
Singers.

Michael Swan- Saskatoon
Michael Swan was born in 1963 in Saskatoon. He began violin studies at age 5 with Dorothy Overholt, and also studied with Norma Lee Bisha, Mark Reedman and Robert
Klose as he was growing up. In 1979, he was awarded the Gold Medal for the
highest standing in Canada for Royal Conservatory of Toronto ARCT
violin examinations. Michael studied with Yuri Mazurkevich in the Faculty of Music at the University of Western Ontario, receiving the Hideo Saito Award for
academic achievment in 1981 and 1982. Afterwards, he studied at the Curtis
Institute of Music in Philadelphia with Aaron Rosand, receiving a Bachelor of
Music degree in 1984. Since September 1984, Michael has been concertmaster of the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra and a member of the Saskatoon
Symphony Chamber Players. He has been a soloist with the
orchestra a number of times in the Master Series and with the Chamber
Orchestra. He performs solo recitals regularly, and has several compositions to
his credit. He has been featured on CBC radio as a solo violinist and as a composer. Along with his performing career, he has been a private teacher of violin, viola
and theory.
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In Memory
JOYCE MARILYNN JOHNSON, ATCM, LRSM
AUGUST 21, 1925 – JANUARY 15, 2017

Joyce Johnson died on Sunday, January 15, 2017, at
Regina. A proud first generation Canadian, Joyce was
the third and last child of William Laing (b. 1874
Montrose, Scotland), and Ingeborg Augusta Landine (b.
1899, Asele, Sweden). Joyce was predeceased by her
husband of 44 years, the Honourable Frederick
William Johnson in 1993; her brother William (Bill)
Laing in 2006, and an infant brother, Roy, in the 1918 flu
pandemic.
Joyce’s early years in the town of Stockholm provided
close connection to the Landine family farm and to her
many cousins and friends. Sheltered from most of the
effects of the Great Depression, her enjoyments of sport
and music were encouraged by her adoring parents, and
she spent summer weeks of her teenage years at the
Banff School of Fine Arts pursuing her musical
education.
Coming to Regina in the early 1940s, initially to be a
war nurse, she found her vocation in music, teaching
piano at the Regina Conservatory of Music and earning
her Associate of the Toronto Conservatory of Music, and
her Licentiate of the Royal Schools of Music- London, in
piano.
After Fred had returned from WWII Service in Europe,
he met Joyce through his father, the Minister of
Stockholm United Church. When he had completed his
law degree in 1949, they were married at Stockholm
United Church. Joyce and Fred had three children:
Frederick William, Royce Laing Caddick , and Sheila
Fredrika.
Joyce’s life unfolded with her children and with Fred,
through his legal and judicial careers, and
eventually, in 1983, as the wife of the Lieutenant
Governor of Saskatchewan. Her social skills, personal
warmth, and joie de vivre were of particular value
during this vice-regal period, 1983-1988, meeting with
the citizens of Saskatchewan throughout the province.

Her encounters with the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh at Buckingham Palace and when they attended a dinner at Government House represented high
points from this important time in her life.
The family home on Leopold Crescent was the centre of
her community life. Joyce described her neighbours as
‘the best possible’. Family and many friends
benefitted from her love of social gatherings and her
hosting finesse. Her idea of a vacation was to enjoy the
beautiful Qu’Appelle Valley at the family cottage,
originally at Round Lake, near Stockholm, and latterly at
Pasqua Lake.
Joyce always maintained her loyalty and commitment
to the musical community in Saskatchewan through the
Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers
Association, accepting with pride and pleasure an
Honorary Life Membership; and in Regina, through the
Regina Musical Club, and volunteering for decades with
the annual Regina Music Festival. In her later years her
lifelong devotion to Fred found expression when
presenting the F W Johnson scholarship at the F W
Johnson Collegiate Grade 12 graduation.
At the centre of Joyce’s life was her family and she
is fondly remembered by her three children and their
families, Bill and Janet and their children Eric (Deena
and their children Chloe and Mia), Adelle (Aaron), Eve
Marie (Krzysztof), and Julien (Sarah); Royce and Mary
Ann of Edmonton, AB and their children Sarah, Vanessa,
Antonia (Aaron), and Royce; and Sheila and Russell and
their children Emily (Kiel), Julia, and Elizabeth. She will
also be remembered by
her brother
William’s wife
Joan, their
three children Valerie,
Kathryn and
William (Bill),
and their
families.

Other New Members
Yadi Chen (Saskatoon)
OPUS June 2017
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executive & board
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

BOARD MEMBERS

OTHER

President:
Lynn Ewing
726 10th St. E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H 0H1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net

Michael Eckert-Lyngstad
820 - 4th Ave. NE
Swift Current, SK S9H 2K6
(306) 773-0749
michael@guitarsmart.ca

CFMTA First Delegate:
Laureen Kells
Box 57
Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762
lkells@sasktel.net

Past President:
Laureen Kells
Box 57
Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762
lkells@sasktel.net
Vice President:
Pat Niekamp
35 Dragan Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5C8
(306) 374-7899
pen229@mail.usask.ca
Registrar/Treasurer/Secretary:

Sandra Kerr
45 Martin Street
Regina, SK S4S 3W4
(306) 584-9547
skerr.srmta@gmail.com

Sharon Gerspacher
Box 503
Watson, SK S0K 4V0
(306) 231-4649
rodneyguina@sasktel.net
Lisa Frederick
Box 177
Milestone, SK S0G 3L0
(306) 861-4235
lmjfrederick@sasktel.net
Stephen Kreuger
50 Hoeschen Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7J 2T1
(306) 850-6259
sdkreuger@gmail.com

CFMTA Second Delegate:
Lynn Ewing
726 10th St. E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H 0H1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net
Opus Newsletter Editor:
Laurissa Archer
203 3rd St. E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H 1L2
(306) 380-5788
laurissa@sasktel.net
Webmaster:
Michael Eckert-Lyngstad
820 - 4th Ave. NE
Swift Current, SK S9H 2K6
(306) 773-0749
michael@guitarsmart.ca

SRMTA PROMOTIONAL
MATERIALS AVAILABLE!
Pens, Pencils and Folders
To order contact:
lkells@sasktel.net
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branch presidents & secretaries
THE BATTLEFORDS BRANCH

PRINCE ALBERT BRANCH

SWIFT CURRENT BRANCH

President:
Robyn Rutherford
Box 1360
Unity, SK S0K 4L0
(306) 228-2493
rutherford4@sasktel.net

President:
Marilyn Lohrenz
303 - 25th Avenue
Prince Albert, SK S6V 4P5
(306) 763-7382
wmlz@shaw.ca

President:
Marilyn King
115 MacDonald Place
Swift Current, SK S9H 4A5
(306) 773-3906
c.m.king@sasktel.net

Secretary:
Diane Neil
Box 24
Unity, SK S0K 4L0
(306) 228-3782
jdneil228@sasktel.net

Secretary:
Lorna Gibson
405 - 21st Street West
Prince Albert, SK S6V 4J5
(306) 763-5996
rlgibson@shaw.ca

Secretary:
Karen MacCallum
Box 175
Swift Current, SK S9H 3V6
(306) 774-4857
imaccallum@t2.net

EAST CENTRAL BRANCH

REGINA BRANCH

WEST CENTRAL BRANCH

Contact:
Allison Sarauer
Box 165
Annaheim, SK S0K 0G0
(306) 231-7663
sarauermusic@sasktel.net

President:
Allison Luff
5933 Hague Cres.
Regina, SK S4X 3K6
(306) 591-2762
luff.allison@gmail.com

President:
Elenore Sparks
Box 1254
Rosetown, SK S0L 2V0
(306) 831-2015
esparks@yourlink.ca

Contact:
Sharon Gerspacher
Box 503
Watson, SK S0K 4V0
(306) 231-4649
rodneyguina@sasktel.net

Secretary:
Marina Wensley
3090 Wascana Glen
Regina, SK S4V 2L4
(306) 546-2890
wensleytm@sasktel.net

Secretary:
Helen Barclay
Box 81
Kindersley, SK S0L 1S0
(306) 463-6695
helen.barclay2@gmail.com

LLOYDMINSTER BRANCH

SASKATOON BRANCH

YORKTON BRANCH

President:
Pam Rollheiser
Box 3012
Lloydminster, SK S9V 1P4
(306) 825-4168
nprollheiser@bellevista.ca

President:
Michelle Aalders
722 Lynd Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7J 0C6
(306) 382-9830
m.aalders@sasktel.net

President:
Diane Jones
Box 994
Yorkton, SK S3N 2X3
(306) 641-9887

Secretary:
Laurissa Archer
203 3rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK S7H 1L2
(306) 380-5788
laurissa@sasktel.net
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Secretary:
Laureen Kells
Box 57
Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762
lkells@sasktel.net
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appointees of 2017 srmta
Archivist
Anne McGilp
35 Porteous Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7J 2S7
(306) 373-8433
rmtmcgilp@sasktel.net
Dorothy Bee Memorial
Scholarship
Sharon Gerspacher
Box 503
Watson, SK S0K 4V0
(306) 231-4649
rodneyguina@sasktel.net
Florence Bowes Scholarship
Competition for Piano
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net

Lyell Gustin Memorial
Piano Scholarship
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net
Jean McCulloch Memorial
Junior Piano Competition
Laureen Kells
Box 57
Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762
lkells@sasktel.net
U of Regina Senate
Kimberly Engen
224 Orchard Crescent
Regina, SK S4S 5B8
(306) 585-7810
engenk@gmail.com

Canada Music Week
Sharon Gerspacher
Box 503
Watson, SK S0K 4V0
(306) 231-4649
rodneyguina@sasktel.net

U of Saskatchewan Senate
Kathleen Lohrenz Gable
419 Crean Lane
Saskatoon, SK S7J 3X3
(306) 373-1785
gklh@shaw.ca

Composers Division
Lisa Frederick
Box 177
Milestone, SK S0G 3L0
(306) 861-4235
lmjfrederick@sasktel.net

Royal Conservatory of Music
Kathleen Lohrenz Gable
419 Crean Lane
Saskatoon, SK S7J 3X3
(306) 373-1785
gklh@shaw.ca

Canadian National
Conservatory of Music
Laureen Kells
Box 57
Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762
lkells@sasktel.net

Trinity College
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E
Saskatoon, SK S7H 0H1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net

London College
Vacant
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SMEA
Vacant

SMFA
Michael Eckert-Lyngstad
820 - 4th Ave. NE
Swift Current, SK S9H 2K6
(306) 773-0749
michael@guitarsmart.ca
SRMTA Community
Music Awards
Sarah Clark Gregory
Box 1124
Watrous, SK S0K 4T0
(306) 946-2160
sclarkgreg@yahoo.ca
SRMTA Summer Music
Camp Award
Stephen Kreuger
50 Hoeschen Cres.
Saskatoon, SK S7J 2T1
(306) 850-6259
dkreuger@gmail.com
SRMTA/CFMTA Student
Composer Competition
Lisa Frederick
Box 177
Milestone, SK S0G 3L0
(306) 861-4235
lmjfrederick@sasktel.net
Gordon C. Wallis Memorial
Piano Competition
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net
Young Artist
Cathy Donahue
Box 7
Perdue, SK S0K 3C0
(306) 237-4790
bcdonahue@xplornet.ca
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editor’s message
Laurissa Archer
Spring is such an exciting time in Saskatchewan. With
the melting of the snow, the chirping of the birds, and
the greening of the flora comes new thoughts, new
ideas, and new life.
In my little corner of the world this spring has meant an
unsettling amount of upheaval...moving and
transitioning my teaching studio into new hands and
planning a fresh start (with a new husband) in a far off
land. It brings with it the air of adventure and
excitement but the sadness of leaving behind people
and places that I have loved. I’m making my way to
Manitoba, but half of my heart will remain here in this
province.
I will continue to be the editor of the OPUS despite
living elsewhere and I am so glad I get to remain
connected to the registered music teachers in
Saskatchewan. You all have been a true pleasure to
work with and learn from!
Letting go. That’s what this spring has been teaching
me. Letting go of the good things- not because they

aren’t good- but because something even more
wonderful is along the bend. The student that was a
particular challenge to me this past year? He’s letting
piano lessons go. Yet, I can honestly say I tried. The
students that have blossomed tremendously? The
ordinary students who have perseveared with learning
piano amidst the cacophony
of all the other
activities in their
lives? I will miss
being a part of
their musical
education
journey. But I
know that I
am leaving
them in the
hands of
teachers even
more capable
than I!
Farewell Saskatchewan!
©2016

The

High Note in Music Learning

We provide the best quality music education to young children by
blending the pleasure and the joy of music making with sound
instruction. Our teachers receive the highest quality training and have
access to a broad network of support. Take a look at Music for Young Children,
the music-learning system of choice for more than 24,000 students
throughout North America, Asia and New Zealand.

Teaching opportunities available!
Contact MYC Regional Coordinator Marilyn Unrau, MYCC
1.877.603.3MYC • m.unrau@myc.com
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Quality music education
since 1980.
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*NEW LOCATION*
1420 ALBERT ST

1.306.522.8501

PIANOCENTRE@STJOHNSMUSIC.COM

ACOUSTIC GRAND & UPRIGHT PIANOS, DISKLAVIER PLAYER PIANOS, TRANSACOUSTIC PIANOS,
HYBRID DIGITAL PIANOS, SILENT PIANOS, CLAVINOVA DIGITAL PIANOS & KEYBOARDS

SOUTHERN SASKATCHEWAN’S
EXCLUSIVE YAMAHA PLATINUM
PIANO DEALER

ST JOHN’S MUSIC

.

SERVING SASKATCHEWAN SINCE 1978

