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President’s Message
Patricia Niekamp
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Greetings SRMTA Members, 

First of all I would like to welcome Nick Arsenault into the 
Vice President position of our association. Nick has been 
kind enough to take over the presidents’ duties during 
my illness for the last two months. A huge thank you to 
you Nick for stepping in. During that time Nick has shown 
true leadership qualities and I know that he will be a fine 
president when he takes on the position on a full-time 
basis in October. 

Also a big thank you goes out to Sharon Rodney for her 
hard work and diligence throughout her term as Vice 
President. Her smile and gentle demeanour will be missed. 

Sandra Kerr will be stepping down as the Secretary/
Registrar/Treasurer in our association on May 31. Her 
diligence and thoroughness on every detail are only two 
of the many qualities that all of us have admired in her 
through the years. Thank you Sandra for your thousands of 
hours spent, and your dedication to our association. 

We welcome Terri-Lynn Mitchell who will be taking over 
Sandra’s position. On behalf of the SRMTA, we look 
forward to working with you. 

A big kudo goes out to Lynn Ewing as she is making it 
possible for the the Wallis and Gustin competitions to  
go ahead despite the pandemic looming amongst us.  

The competitors will be recording their programs in 
their own homes. Because of her organizing skills the 
competitors will have the opportunity to move on to the 
next level of their life with the experience of performing 
a program of advanced repertoire. Where there is a will 
there is a way and Lynn has found it. Thank you Lynn. 

On that note, please find a will and a way to stay healthy.

All of the best to each and every one of you, 

Patricia.

World-class Faculty | World-class Facilities | World-class Students

For more visit BrandonU.ca/Music

Inspiring musicians 
since 1906.

MUSIC

http://brandonU.ca/music
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Our new Vice President
Nicholas Arsenault

Nick Arsenault has been a Registered Music Teacher since the spring of 
2018 and was elected to the Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers’ 
Association Board in October of that year. He also is the convener of 
the Summer Music Camp Award for the SRMTA. Nick convocated with 
a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Saskatchewan in the 
spring of 2017 and received an ATCL in Piano Performance in the spring 
of 2019. Nick’s studio has piano and trumpet students; as well as music 
theory and history students of all levels. Nick Arsenault has performed as 
an ensemble member and soloist in many groups around Saskatoon on 
both trumpet and piano. 

Nick is incredibly excited to work as Vice-President for the SRMTA. His 
work with the Executive so far has been rewarding and fruitful and he’s 
happy for the opportunity to work in a different way for teachers around 
the province in this new role.

Top 5 Reasons to be a SRMTA Member:
1. Professional Recognition

2. Liability Insurance

3. Community & Camaraderie

4. Education & Professional Development

5. Advertising

You have mail

HAVE YOU MOVED ? 
 CHANGED YOUR EMAIL ?
To ensure your Opus Magazine is delivered, please 
update your address with our Provincial Registrar.
Terri-Lynn Mitchell  -  registrar@srmta.com

     Thank you!
Dina

mailto:registrar%40srmta.com?subject=


6Opus June  2020

Saskatchewan
Registered

Music
Teachers’

Association

Our new Secretary / Registrar / Treasurer 
Terri-Lynn Mitchell

Terri-Lynn Mitchell teaches voice, piano, music theory 
and music history at her private studio in Saskatoon. She 
holds a Masters of Music in Voice Performance from the 
University of Ottawa, as well as an Artist Diploma in Voice 
Performance and a Bachelor of Music (Honours) in Voice 
Performance from the University of Western Ontario. 
Terri-Lynn also has an ARCT in Piano Performance from the 
Royal Conservatory of Music. 

As part of her yearly schedule, Terri-Lynn adjudicates voice, 
piano, musical theatre, choral and speech arts categories 
for the Saskatchewan Music Festival Association (SMFA). 
She participated as public relations convenor on the 
board of Ontario Registered Music Teachers Association 
(ORMTA) Ottawa Region Branch and is the secretary for 
the Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers Association 
Saskatoon Branch. Terri-Lynn is looking forward to serving 
SRMTA as the Provincial Registrar/Treasurer/Secretary. 

As a performer, Terri-Lynn has studied in Italy, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland and the United States. In collaboration 
with Ontario guitarist Emily Shaw, Terri-Lynn has formed 
Duo Estelle, a Canadian voice and guitar duo that brings 
a variety of music to audiences, mixing contemporary 
classical repertoire with Baroque music and Renaissance 
lute songs with popular favourites (duoestelle.com). In 
addition to her recital work, past roles include The Queen 
of the Night in Die Zauberflöte (UOttawa Opera), Ida in 
Die Fledermaus (UOttawa Opera) the title role in Gisela in 
Her Bathtub (UWOpera) by Neil Weisensel. In the realm 
of musical theatre, Terri-Lynn has performed Maria in The 
Sound of Music (YRHS) and reimagined the role of the Tin 
Man in The Wizard of Oz (YRHS). 

As a collaborative pianist, Terri-Lynn accompanies the 
Saskatoon Children Choir’s alumni group Cantare, and 
regularly plays piano for her private voice students, as well 
as students at the University of Saskatchewan. 

As a director, Terri-Lynn is experienced in coaching and 
staging both musical theatre and opera arias. She took 
stage directing courses with Kevin Orr at uOttawa, and 

spent summer 2016 shadowing Carol Castel, Rob Herriot, 
Brian Deedrick and Kim Mattice Wanat at Opera Nuova. 
Terri-Lynn’s main projects during her internship included 
Assistant Director to Carol Castel in a full production 
of Bellini’s I Capuletti e i Montecchi as well as Assistant 
Director to Kim Mattice Wanat for Parade by Jason Robert 
Brown.

As a painter, Terri-Lynn explores the relationship between 
music and paint, initially creating a project in April 2015 
entitled Voice Canvas: Exploring Song Through Paint. 
Over a six month period, she expressed every song on the 
program on canvas through organic and improvised paint 
interpretation. Since then, Terri-Lynn has led “Paint Your 
Music” workshops for Music and Beyond and retirement 
communities in Ottawa, and holds workshops at the 
Refinery in Saskatoon. Terri-Lynn’s music painting transfers 
to live performance in collaboration with Duo Estelle, and 
she regularly takes soundscape commissions for clients 
across Canada. 

When not devoting her time to musical pursuits, Terri-
Lynn enjoys studying languages and holds a Minor in 
Italian Studies from Western University. She has studied 
immersive Italian while living in Siena, Italy and German 
while studying in Munich, Germany. A fan of lyric diction, 
Terri-Lynn has studied the International Phonetic Alphabet 
(IPA) extensively and considers it an important part of 
vocal studies.
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Have you ever considered serving on the SRMTA Executive? 

What’s involved? 

What’s expected? 

According to our Registered Music Teachers’ Act the executive manages 
and regulates the affairs and business of the association. Similar to 
running your family or business, revenue is received, expenses are paid, 
rules are set and observed, and anything out of the ordinary is discussed 
by all members. Pretty basic but essential. Of course, SRMTA does not 
run by itself. In addition to members who serve on the Executive, we 
have a number of appointees and conveners to liaise with other similar 
organizations and to organize our events.

Executive members’ responsibilities include knowing the history and 
mission of SRMTA, putting the interests of SRMTA and its members 
ahead of their own, and following the rules and regulations of SRMTA. 
The ability to work as a team is essential, but also the ability to work 
individually (common requirements for most jobs and volunteerism) 
- and I would add, to know the difference. In musical terms, think of 
singing in a choir or playing in an ensemble: one must be responsible for 
his/her own part and may have input into interpretation, but ultimately 
one has to blend with the group to create the whole performance.

For more information about being an executive (or “board 
member”) check out Volunteer Canada (https://volunteer.ca/index.
php?MenuItemID=354), or other similar websites.

The SRMTA Executive meets three or four times: in person in October 
before and after the convention; virtually, in late January/early February; 
and in May or June (usually in person at a central location, though often 
in Saskatoon). Typically, there is email correspondence in between 
meetings, though I speculate that, in future, some of these could be 
replaced by Zoom.

At the SRMTA AGM, October 23, 2020, four (4) Executive Board members 
will complete their terms and one 1-year term will be open. Two of the 
current Executive members will let their names stand again, and thus far 
we have two additional SRMTA members who have agreed to let their 
names stand. Please consider serving on the SRMTA Executive or speak 
with someone you could nominate. ALL members benefit if there is 
strong leadership representing our organization!
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Objectives of the SRMTA
The objectives of the Association shall be:

SRMTA code of Ethices

To promote a high standard of teaching
• to promote the interest of its members by stimulating 

them through workshops, masterclasses, and 
conferences

• to promote progressive ideas and methods in the 
teaching of music

• to encourage systematic preparation in the art of 
teaching

• to stimulate the acquirement by its members of a high 
standard of musicianship and general culture

To foster an interest in the organization
• to promote a spirit of comradeship by encouraging 

members to serve on branch, provincial, and national 
councils where appropriate

• to encourage and foster the formation of local 
branches composed of members of the Association at 
suitable centres throughout Saskatchewan

to speak with one voice on provincial and national issues 
and always advocate on matters of concern for the profes-
sional musician and for the student of music

To promote continuing education by and for the teacher
• to encourage the sharing of ideas that would be 

useful to members and students by giving workshops 
or writing pedagogical articles for the Association’s 
newsletter

To maintain the recognition of music as a credit in high 
school and in post secondary institutions

To promote and maintain the status of professional 
music teachers in the province
• to promote and assist all movements designed to 
improve the teaching of music and foster the interest of 
the public in music and for these purposes to join with 
other societies and associations having like aims and 
objects in furthering these purposes to promote and 
maintain the status of professional music teachers in the 
province by educating the public on the importance of a 
qualified teacher and by encouraging upgrading and by 
keeping informed through workshops, periodicals and 
conferences
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The Saskatchewan Registered Music Teacher will:
• teach to the best of his/her ability and always promote a positive professional 

image

• always respect the dignity of the student and the work of another teacher

• keep the trust under which confidential information is exchanged

• refrain from proselytizing another teacher’s students by inducement, 
innuendo, or insinuation

• be candid but kind and objective when advising a student of his/her abilities

• have fair and honourable business practices at all times- in dealing with 
students and the Association

• not misrepresent his/her own professional standing or advertise in a 
misleading manner



CANADIAN FEDERATION OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS

FÉDÉRATION CANADIENNE DES ASSOCIATIONS DE PROFESSEURS DE MUSIQUE

YOUNG ARTIST CONCERT TOUR
2020 WESTERN

SYDNEY CLARKE VOICE

PRESENTS

GIMLI, MANITOBA
Saturday, September 19th    3:00 pm
Contact: Muriel Smith • Email: muriel.smith58@gmail.com
Phone or text: 204.781.2307 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
Sunday, September 20th         3:30 pm
Contact: Evangeline Keeley • Email: vicepresident@mrmta.org
Phone: 204.269.7549

BOISSEVAIN, MANITOBA
Sunday, September 27th    3:00 pm
Contact: Marla Winters • Email: mwinters_vln@yahoo.ca
Phone: 204.570.1936 

REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN
Friday, October 2nd  7:30 pm
Contact: Diana Woolrich •  Email: woolrich.diana@gmail.com
Phone: 306.737.3278

ROSETOWN, SASKATCHEWAN
Saturday,  October 3rd   7:00 pm
Contact: Claire Seibold • Email: rcseibold@sasktel.net
Phone:  306.831.8102

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN
Sunday, October  4th     3:00 pm
Contact: Matthew Praksas  •  Email: matthew.praksas@outlook.com
Phone:  306.229.6275 

PRINCE ALBERT, SASKATCHEWAN 
Monday,  October 5th   7:00 pm
Contact: Marilyn Lohrenz • Email: wmlz@shaw.ca
Phone: 306.763.7382
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CANADIAN FEDERATION OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS
FÉDÉRATION CANADIENNE DES ASSOCIATIONS DES PROFESSEURS DE MUSIQUE

MEGAN DUFRAT COLLABORATIVE PIANIST
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Manitoba and Saskatchewan Communities to host the Western Young Artist 

The public is invited to attend an exciting concert by Soprano, Sydney Clarke along with a collaborative pianist, 
Megan Dufrat as part of her seven city Young Artist Tour throughout the prairie provinces.  

The Concert venues, Concert dates and contact personnel are as follows: 

Gimli: Saturday, September 19th, 3 pm at 17 Sunrise Drive, Gimli, MB.  
Contact Muriel Smith Muriel.smith58@gmail.com for ticket information.  

Winnipeg: Sunday, September 20th, 3:30 pm at St. Mark Lutheran Church, 600 Cambridge St, Winnipeg, MB. 
Contact: Evangeline Keeley vicepresident@mrmta.org for ticket information. 

Boissevain: Sunday, September 27th, 3:00 pm at Whitewater Mennonite Church, 158 Aberdeen St, Boissevain, 
MB. Contact: Marla Winters mwinters_vln@yahoo.ca for ticket information. 

Regina: Friday, October 2nd, 7:30 pm at University of Regina Conservatory of the Performing Arts Room 210, 
2155 College Ave.  Contact: Diana Woolrich woolrich.diana@gmail.com for ticket information. 

Rosetown: Saturday, October 3rd, 7:00pm at Rosetown United Church Upper Hall, 118 – 2nd Ave. East., 
Rosetown, SK. Contact: Claire Seibold rcseibold@sasktel.net for ticket information. 

Saskatoon: Sunday, October 4th, 3:00 pm at Emmanuel Anglican Church, 609 Dufferin Street, Saskatoon, SK. 
Contact: Matthew Praksas matthew.praksas@outlook.com for ticket information. 

Prince Albert: Monday, October 5th, 7 pm, Venue TBA.  
Contact: Marilyn Lohrenz wmlz@shaw.ca for ticket information. 

The program will include artsongs by Mozart, Larsen, Morlock and Weinzweig, The Pocketbook by Cipullo and 
Selections from Sieben Frühe Lieder by Berg.  

Sydney Clarke is an active performer and teacher in Winnipeg’s musical community. This past summer, Sydney 
performed the role of HELENA in Opera NUOVA’s production of Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
Previous roles include DONNA ANNA in Manitoba Underground Opera’s production of Mozart’s Don Giovanni, 
and the role of FIRST LADY in Opera Nuova’s production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute. Sydney has performed as 
the soprano soloist for the Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s staged production of Carmina Burana. Most recently, 

  

Canadian Federation of Music Teachers’ 
Association 

PRESS RELEASE 

Western Young Artist Concerts Announced 
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Sydney has won first place in the Manitoba Registered Music Teacher’s Association Scholarship Competition 
for Advanced Voice.  

Sydney currently holds a Master of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of Manitoba, under the 
tutelage of Tracy Dahl (CM), and a Bachelor Degree of Music from the Glenn Gould School of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music. 

The Western Young Artist Competition and Tour are projects of the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers' 
Association and its provincial counterparts in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The competition is open to 
pianists, singers and instrumentalists of high calibre who are currently studying with a Registered Music 
Teacher. For more information on the Young Artist Series please visit www.cfmta.org 

 
For more information on the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers’ Association and its projects, please visit 
www.cfmta.org 
 
Source:  Rachel Dueck 
 Convenor, Western Young Artist Tour 
 Email: Piano.with.Rachel@gmail.com 
 

The Canadian Federation of Music Teachers’ Association 302-550 Berkshire Drive, London, ON Canada N6J 3S2 
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http://www.frostadpianoservices.ca
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2020 SRMTA Student Composer Competition
submitted by Diane Jones

Janet Gieck grew up surrounded by rural Saskatchewan culture and landscape, a 
fact which has profoundly affected her musical output. After completing music 
degrees from Prairie Bible College (Three Hills, AB) and the Royal Conservatory 
of Music, she has had her compositions performed at many concerts, New 
Music Festivals and on CBC radio. Her pedagogical compositions are now listed 
on many different syllabi across the country. Passionate about sharing music 
with those in her community and beyond, Janet is a member of the Alliance for 
Canadian New Music Projects, the Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers’ 
Association (currently serving as president of the Swift Current branch), and the 
composer’s collective Red Leaf Pianoworks. Currently, Janet works as a member 
of the fine arts department at Millar College of the Bible in Pambrun, SK where 
she lives with her husband and three children. She is also in demand as a piano 
teacher, adjudicator and clinician.

2020 Student Composer Judge - Janet Gieck

http://www.mymusicstaff.com
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2020 SRMTA Student Composer Competition - cont.

The Results

PREPARATORY   8 & under - Class 1
 An original work for solo instrument or any combination of instruments
1st   Junbo Gao - Etude in A Minor: Lego Battles (Teacher: Rachel Xiao)

CATEGORY A   11 & under - Class 1
 An original work for solo instrument or any combination of instruments
1st   YunEn (Ryan) Gu - Sonatina in D Minor (Teacher: Kathleen Solose)
2nd   Gaoyuan (Thomas) Cheng - I’m a Duck (Teacher: Rachel Xiao)

CATEGORY B   15 & under - Class 1
 An original work for solo instrument or any combination of instruments
1st  Markus Bitner - The Fortress of Magnama (Teacher: Heather Waldner)
2nd Tabatha Buhler - Evening Reflection (Teacher: Diane Jones)

CATEGORY C   19 & under - Class 1
 An original work for solo instrument or any combination of instruments
1st  Tyra Suter - Never Give Up (Teacher: Peggy L’hoir)

Preparatory - Class 1
1st   Junbo Gao  Etude in A Minor: Lego Battles  (Teacher: Rachel Xiao)

I was born in Qingdao China on October 5, 2011. My parents and 
I immigrated to Canada when I was 4 years old.

When I was 5 and half years old, I started to learn piano 
with Ms. Xiao. In 2019, I won RCM Level 1 Gold Medal of 
Saskatchewan.

I love playing piano, Lego, soccer and swimming. One day, after 
I watched the Lego Star Wars movie, a rhythm kept repeating in 
my head. Then I tried to play this rhythm on my piano. Ms Xiao 
encouraged me to write it down, then I wrote the composition 
of “Lego battles”.
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Category A - Class 1
1st   YunEn (Ryan) Gu        Sonatina in D Minor     (Teacher: Kathleen Solose)

Category A - Class 1
2nd   Gaoyuan (Thomas) Cheng   I’m a Duck                      (Teacher: Rachel Xiao)

2020 SRMTA Student Composer Competition - cont.

Hello, I am Ryan. I am a nine year old boy. I am practicing grade ten 
repertoire. I started playing when I was four. I liked playing piano. My piece is 
a Sonatina. It has strong accents and intense parts. It is in D minor, but it has 
so many staccato parts. I started composing when I was six. I like composing 
and I love music.

My name is Gaoyuan Cheng. I am a grade four student at St. Timothy 
School in Regina. My newest hobby is Rubik’s cubes. I can now solve the 
3*3*3 & 4*4*4 cubes quickly, and am planning to improve on the 5*5*5 
Rubik’s. I love creating music. This is the fourth year I am participating 
the SRMTA student composing competition. This year I am submitting 
two compositions written for my grandpa. My grandpa is a smart and 
knowledgeable man living in China. He is my best friend, teacher, and 
story teller. Every summer, I visit him in China or he comes to visit us in 
Regina. I miss him very much and often think of him.
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2020 SRMTA Student Composer Competition - cont.

Category B - Class 1
1st  Markus Bitner      The Fortress of Magnama   (Teacher: Heather Waldner)

Category B - Class 1
2nd Tabatha Buhler    Evening Reflection                (Teacher: Diane Jones)

Tabatha can often be found with a cup of tea in her hand, and her nose 
in a book – unless, of course, she’s practicing piano! She is 13 years old, is 
home educated, and has two brothers and three sisters. This is her sixth 
year of piano lessons, and she loves her teacher, Diane Jones. Tabatha takes 
great joy in creating music, art, and stories. Tabatha’s brain was created 
with different wiring, but her high functioning autism makes her incredibly 
unique. She hopes to one day publish a book of her own compositions.

Markus Bitner is a fourteen-year-old musician from Warman, 
Saskatchewan, and is the oldest of six children. He studies piano with 
Heather Waldner; he has been playing the piano for seven years, and the 
trombone for two years. Markus began composing music about two years 
ago, and thoroughly enjoys learning more about music as he plays and 
writes. When he’s not composing, he can be found reading, playing video 
games, spending time with his family, or enjoying burgers, tacos, or Little 
Caesar’s pizza.
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2020 SRMTA Student Composer Competition - cont.

Category C - Class 1
1st  Tyra Suter  Never Give Up   (Teacher: Peggy L’Hoir)

Tyra Suter is 17 years old and lives on a farm near Plenty, Saskatchewan. She 
attends North West Central School and is in grade 11. Tyra has been studying 
piano in Biggar for about 7 years. She has completed multiple Canadian 
National Conservatory of Music (CNCM) exams and continues to work on 
her grade 6 piano. In her spare time, she enjoys softball, volleyball, spending 
time outside and enjoys lots of time with friends and family. Tyra also enjoys 
spending time with her puppy, Harper. This is Tyra’s first composition and she 
hopes to write many more.

Marilyn Unrau, MYCC. Regional Coordinator - Western Canada  
1.800.561.1MYC    m.unrau@myc.com

Literacy in the language of music involves more than simply playing an instrument. Music for Young 
Children® provides students with a strong foundation in music by integrating keyboard, creative movement, 
rhythm, singing, ear training, sight reading, music theory and composition. MYC® is ideal for teachers who 
meet speci�c piano-performance and music-theory quali�cations and are energetic, enthusiastic and 
passionate about music. MYC® is the only early childhood method that integrates and actively uses 
conservatory repertoire and theory to prepare our graduates for their �rst practical and theory exams.

Enhance your studio with the MYC method!

®
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Dorothy Bee Scholarship Winner - 2020

Jhena Dela Cruz

Jhena has been teaching piano for 7 years, alongside furthering 
her mastery of music. She completed her ARCT and ATCL 
and is currently studying for the LTCL diploma. Her musical 
achievements include receiving first place in the Pedagogy class 
for the Gordon C. Wallis Piano Scholarship competition in 2016 
and the Florence Bowes Piano Pedagogy category of 2017. 
Jhena’s home studio began modestly with only a few children 
of family friends, but overtime, her student numbers increased 
through parent recommendations. Overall, Jhena feels that her 
role as a teacher is to encourage her students and be a positive 
influence in their learning experience. She continues to study 
music in hopes of furthering her potential as a student and 
teacher, allowing her to better instruct her students from a 
place of experience and knowledge. 

A scholarship of $750 shall be awarded to a successful  
teacher wishing to take further studies and who returns  

to teach in Saskatchewan. 

For more information about the Dorothy Bee Scholarship check 
the website - https://www.srmta.com/dorothy-bee.html

Deadline for entry - January 31

https://www.srmta.com/dorothy-bee.html
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SRMTA operates with a number of volunteers: Executive Board members, Competition Conveners, and 
Appointees. Our appointees liaise with other organizations that share a common goal by complementing 
and supporting each other in attaining that goal – to promote a high standard of teaching.

We are looking for members to fill the following appointed positions: SMEA, SMFA, and Composers’ 
Division. If you are interested and/or would like more information, please contact either President 
Patricia Niekamp (922nep@gmail.com) or Secretary Terri-Lynn Mitchell (registrar@srmta.com)

SASKATCHEWAN MUSIC EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION (SMEA)

The Appointee is required:

•	 to act as a liaison between the SMEA and SRMTA emphasizing our common goal, music 
education. 

•	 to attend the SMEA Annual Convention at their own expense.

•	 to inform SRMTA members of information received from SMEA by:

−	 submitting an article to the OPUS journal

−	 attending and giving a report at the Annual General Meeting of the SRMTA

•	 to suggest suitable clinicians who would be of interest to SRMTA members attending 
the SMEA convention, if contacted by an SMEA representative.

•	 to submit a written report to the SRMTA Secretary by August 31 which includes:

−	 SMEA Convention highlights

−	 the use of SMEA grants provided to the SRMTA for teacher education

−	 information that is available from the SRMTA Treasurer on the disbursement of 
SMEA grants via SRMTA

SASKATCHEWAN MUSIC FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION (SMFA)

The Appointee is required:

•	 to act as a liaison between the SMFA and SRMTA emphasizing our common goal - the 
promotion of music festivals, an important part of students music education.

•	 to attend the SMFA Annual Convention, and be prepared to give a short address to the 
delegates on behalf of the SRMTA.

•	 to write a report on this same convention for OPUS so that all SRMTA members are 
informed of the work, business and contribution of SMFA.

•	 to promote the festival to all music teachers.

•	 to submit a report to the SRMTA Secretary by August 31.

SRMTA Appointees Needed!

mailto:922nep@gmail.com
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SRMTA Appointees Needed!  -  cont.

COMPOSERS DIVISION

The Appointee is required:

•	 to act as a liaison between Saskatchewan Composers and SRMTA.

•	 to promote and encourage Associate Membership in SRMTA.

•	 to join the Canada Music Council Prairie Region and receive “The Prairie 
Sounds” magazine.

•	 to be on the mailing list of the Music Departments of the University of 
Saskatchewan and the University of Regina.

•	 to note activity and performances of works by Saskatchewan composers. 

•	 to be aware of students from either university, graduating in composition.

•	 to make inquiries about any compositional activity by members of SRMTA.

•	 to submit a report to the Secretary by August 31.
Saskatchewan

Registered
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Branch Reports

Prior to Covid-19 we 
held an event to watch 
a webinar presentation 
by Christine Vanderkooy 
titled “Risk, Regroup, 
Rebound.” The content was 

on handling performance anxiety and was located in the 
professional development sessions available on the CFMTA 
website. It prompted some discussion and those present 
shared their own ideas and what they have found to help 
individual students who struggle with this.

We have been doing our best to function as normal as 
is possible under the current world situation. Most of us 
were able to transition lessons to online platforms such as 

Swift Current

Zoom and FaceTime and although it is not ideal it is better 
than finishing lessons as early as March or needing to let 
go of students entirely. Our last meeting which was held on 
May 8th was also held over Zoom and we were happy that 
most of our members could attend in this way. 

Congratulations were in order at our last meeting to Karen 
MacCallum on her official retirement! We wish her the 
very best on this next season of her life.

Chanella Thompson



20Opus June  2020

Branch Reports - cont.

Battlefords

We met on January 
4 at Dianne Gryba’s 
home in North 
Battleford for a 
short business 
meeting and 
an enrichment 
program.

We made plans about hosting the Jean 
McCulloch competition. Dianne Gryba has since 
requested to extend the entry deadline to April 
30. 

Dianne led a very informative and interesting 
discussion on teaching beginners. It was so good 
to share our successes and difficulties teaching 
young beginners. We finished up with a lunch of 
delicious Christmas baking. 

The Music Festivals that the teachers in our 
area are involved with were cancelled due to 
Covid-19. 

Some of us are teaching a few students online 
but hoping we’ll be able to return to teaching in 
our homes or schools soon. 

We were notified on May 1 that the Jean 
McCulloch competition would be cancelled. We 
are willing to host this competition in 2021.

Robyn Rutherford

Hello from Saskatoon,

This has been a very challenging time. We were 
all set for our regular year of teaching, recitals, 
and festival…  Well, we’ve been adapting as best 
we can. We are grateful to all of our families who 
have continued on with lessons. Our members 
have been very generous with their time and 
various levels of expertise with technology to 
bring the rest of us along. 

In October, we hosted the Provincial AGM and luncheon. We also 
had a luncheon and performances honouring the recipients of 
our Kiwanis Bursaries. Thank you to the Kiwanis Club for their 
generous support of our students!

At our November meeting, Ted Stensrud – CRA Liaison Officer, 
spoke to our members about taxes and what that means for 
self-employed teachers and musicians. We also welcomed David 
McIntyre as our adjudicator for Contemporary Showcase and had 
our annual Canada Music Week® Recital.

To start off 2020, we had our general meeting and luncheon 
in January. Derek Chiu from the RCM came to discuss theory, 
exam preparation, and the use of technology in our studios. In 
February, Dianne Gryba spoke to our teachers about technique 
for young and beginner students. We thank her for sharing her 
expertise with us. 

In March, we held our Annual General Meeting. All members of 
our executive are returning for another year and we are grateful 
for their continued service to our branch. 

Since then all our activities have been curtailed. We just held our 
last meeting of the year on Zoom. It went off without a hitch and 
gave us all a chance to discuss what we may do if this situation 
continues. We will assist each other and continue to support the 
musical education and activities in our community!

Chris Kelly

Saskatoon
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Branch Reports - cont.

Regina West Central

From October 2019 to April 
2020, we held two of our 
Branch General meetings 
on January 17 and March 6.

We held a Hallowe’en 
Student Recital on October 26, 2019 at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Cathedral. This is a yearly popular recital among young 
students. Our regular branch recitals were held on 
November 16 and 29, 2019, as well as on January 11, 2020. 
Since March, all the recitals have been cancelled because 
of the Covid-19 isolation.

In October 2019 we awarded our Branch Senior Theory 
Scholarship to Judy Luo, history student of Marina 
Wensley.

We host “Teacher Talks” every 2nd Friday of each month, 
a chance for teachers to gather and talk about different 
topics. Gregory Chase organizes and various teachers 
host and/or lead these informal gatherings. Non-member 
music teachers are welcome to these as well. From April, 
we started hosting online sessions due to the physical 
distancing practices. A lot more teachers participated the 
online sessions.

In response to CFMTA’s “Music on the Move”, we held 
a Student Recital on December 6, 2019 at Green Falls 
Landing Seniors’ Home. It was a successful Christmas party. 
Thirty plus students participated in the performance, three 
teachers were involved, and the residents of the Green 
Falls were happy.

On January 20, 2020, the Conservatory of Performing Arts 
and our branch co-organized an RCM workshop. Derek 
Chiu gave the presentation “Well-Rounded Musicianship: 
The Pathway to a Lifetime of Music Making”.

On March 7, 2020, Diana Woolrich opened her house to 
host a Branch Social event. Teachers met together with 
food and delicious desserts. We had a great night.

Rachel Xiao

Our little gang was busy again this year. 
At our (almost) monthly gatherings, 
we enjoyed Professional Development 
sessions with various presenters; 

• Diane Gryba  
     (Teaching of Technique)

• Katherine Dowling  
(Listening 101, and Human anatomy, myths and truths)

• Christina Bakanec  
(Composition)

• Roger Jolly  
(our friendly neighborhood  
Piano Technician).   

We organized and executed our Contemporary Showcase 
(with a record number of participants) in late November. 
Katherine Dowling adjudicated the event. She also 
performed a delightful mini-recital.  

We had major legwork completed for a spring World 
Music variety concert, before the pandemic dashed those 
hopes. As I type, we are planning our first Zoom meeting 
to complete our AGM.  

Wishing everyone a healthy and happy summer, and 
hopefully a return to more normal times. 

Clayton Braybrook
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Yorkton

The Yorkton RMT remains 
to be a busy branch 
despite our small number 
of 10 members! We have 
always opened up our 

local membership to include teachers with designations of 
Grade 9 and above, to keep us alive and vibrant. There is 
great opportunity for a teacher in our area.

July 2019 – We were thrilled and very proud to have one 
of our members, Laureen Kells, become the President of 
CFMTA. We know she will do very well in this position and 
bring a new insight into this role!

September 2019 – We jump started our year with a 
meeting at the home of Karen Muir. As four of our 
members had attended Classical Music Festival in Austria 
in the summer, we showed a collage of pictures and shared 
of our musical experience. It was topped with the famous 
Esterhazy torte for dessert! 

November 2019 – To celebrate Canada Music Week®, 
Wes Froese was the adjudicator for our two day Canadian 
Showcase on November 22 & 23. He shared and played 
some of his own pieces at the beginning of each session 
and worked with the students in a group perspective. 

 - On November 29, we met at the Bentley, an assisted 
living home, where our lovely Thelma Gillis resides. We 
had a fun time bringing a program to the residents with 
a mix of piano, guitar, poems, & games. A lunch was 
prepared for us by the Bentley and it was nice to be able 
to have time together with Thelma. We also said farewell 
to long time member Lenore Denbrok who has been our 
faithful treasurer forever.  We wish you all the best in 
retirement!

December 2019 – We hosted a Saturday Christmas Recital 
at our local Parkland Mall. This was spurred on by the 
CFMTA initiative Music on the Move. Approximately 100 
students played and sang Christmas music, duets, trios and 
other pieces during the day. It was very well received and 
we are invited back by the Mall to do it again.

February 2020 – Music Writing Competition had 8 entries. 
They were judged by Wes Froese. Some lovely pieces were 
created and we are proud of our students and teachers to 
encourage this.

March 2020 – We were able to have the piano week of 
our local music festival which we are very thankful for! 
All festival events were cancelled the week after and our 
teaching lives have changed very much since.  

April 2020 - We held a meeting via Skype to just keep in 
touch and look toward the events for the fall. 

YRMTA Executive

• President – Laurel Teichroeb
• Secretary – Diane Jones
• Treasurer – Laureen Kells

This will be a year we never forget, but it is wonderful 
to see how we have all pulled together, supported one 
another and learned many new technological skills! We are 
resourceful and have made the best to meet our student’s 
needs during this time of the pandemic. 

Laurel Teichroeb

Prince Albert

Our Prince Albert branch is mainly 
inactive.

We meet occasionally just because we 
like each other and enjoy staying in 
touch with the hope that someone will 
someday take over.  We do host the 
Young Artist series.

Marilyn Lohrenz
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Book Reviews

PIANOZZAZZ
Debra Wanless Library
https://www.debrawanless.com/
WAN 879 - WAN 880 - WAN 881 - WAN 882
From the Debra Wanless Library Pianozzazz is a collection 
of four books, ranging from the Prep Level to Level Three 
featuring four prominent Canadian composers – Wes 
Froes, Andrew Harbridge, Christopher Norton and Debra 
Wanless. 

The pieces in each book are varied in every way, allowing 
the teacher to find something for everyone.  

From the Prep Level, which would align well with a Pre-
Grade One level Wes Froese’s “Drive Mom Crazy” will be 
a favourite for the student who loves to make a big sound 
on the piano.  It is hard to imagine a better pupil saver that 
this one.  The temp is listed as “Rock On!” The repeated 
notes make the piece easy to get under the fingers and 
allow the student to get as much sound as they want.  

Andrew Harbridge, in his piece “Who Doesn’t Like A 
Party?” demonstrates the 12 bar blues in a simple style 
that allows even the youngest student to understand. 

Debra Wanless includes a lovely piece called “Sea Starts”. 
All on black notes, this piece is a great recital piece.  The 
tempo indication is “Slow bub bubbly” – what could be 
more enticing? 

Levels 1 includes a  piece called  “The Big Brown Bear 
Birthday Boogie Beach Bash” by Andrew Harbridge. This 
piece will take the student across the full keyboard and will 
allow them to shine at any festival or recital.  

In Level 2 Wes Froese gives us “Too Bad There are No 
Camels in Canada”.  This piece requires a quick entry of the 
right hand and a fun left hand ostinato with “shimmers of E 
minor Harmonic”. 

Level 3 – which would fit a grade two program quite well 
has a fun piece by Debra  Wanless entitled “My Spidey 
Senses are Tingling”.  In 6/8 time this jig has a tempo 
marking “Alla tarantula / tarantella! 

These four pieces are filled with fun pieces for all students. 
The titles, themes and tempo indications allow the 
performer to relax and enjoy the music. 

Laureen Kells - Yorkton Branch

Members - if you would like to do a book review, please let me know - editor@srmts.com  - thanks Dina

mailto:derekg%40sasktel.net?subject=
https://www.debrawanless.com/
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by Linda Gould
To teach online OR not to teach online?

Reprinted with permission 

T
o teach online or not to teach online? That is no 
longer a question. The Covid virus has moved us 
into a whole new world and we, as music teachers, 

are fortunate to have options. 

Since the release of the iPhone in 2007, we have taken 
up smartphones with enthusiasm¹. There are 28 million 
smartphone users in Canada representing 75% of the 
population². You will find most, if not all, of your students 
have smartphones and that’s all you need to set up an 
online lesson. 

Even before this health crisis, the effect of smartphones on 
society has been profound. There are positives like keeping 
in touch with family far away using Skype or Facebook. 
There are negatives, like children at school recess texting 
instead of playing and running around together. Here we 
are addressing a positive - teaching piano online. 

I started to teach online eight years ago. I was nervous and 
full of questions and made a lot of mistakes but I wanted 
to give an option to students who lived in a different city. 
After teaching lessons on a cruise ship (that’s a whole 
other story), several students wanted to continue taking 
lessons after we got back to our respective homes. My first 
online students were in the USA and Ireland.

Teaching online became so successful that I started asking 
students that lived in my city (and had smartphones) to 
stay at home if they were feeling under the weather but 
were still well enough for a lesson. Online teaching became 
a regular part of my studio. I still prefer the traditional 
way but in today’s crazy world of social distancing, this is a 
fantastic option!

How it works

Each of you download a video conferencing app. This will 
be the program that allows you to see and hear each other 
during the lesson. You will download the same app on each 
phone so check which operating system your student uses. 

If both you and your student have an iPhone, you can use 
Facetime, which comes with all Apple phones. If one or 
both of you use Android phones you will need to download 
one of the other apps that work on both android and 
Apple operating systems. Facetime is specific to Apple.

Facetime, Skype and Zoom are the apps I recommend and 
use. Zoom was voted the best video conferencing software 
for 2020 by PC Magazine with Facetime and Skype close 
behind. They are easy to understand with minimal setup 
and Zoom has a free version that works perfectly for a 
piano lesson. 

They also work on tablets and laptops, but I prefer to use a 
smartphone for online lessons. I can pick up my phone and 
hover it over my hand if I need to do a closeup to show 
hand position, fingering, or other details. I like its flexibility. 

Place your smartphone on a music stand that can adjust up 
and down and put it at the end of your piano’s keyboard so 
the student can see a profile of your face and hands. Make 
sure there is lots of light. Students can prop their phone up 
on a footstool with some books so you can see their face 
and hands. 

It’s that simple. No extra equipment like microphones or 
speakers is required. 

The differences between teaching in-person and online

It was so exciting to see and hear my student when I 
taught my first online lesson! The sound quality was 
great and I could see their body language and hand 
position. My first frustration was that I couldn’t touch the 
student’s hands or arms or shoulders. There were various 
tactile things I would do to help students’ awareness 
of unnecessary tension that I simply couldn’t do online. 
Now if I see tension in the shoulders in an online lesson, 
I ask them to scrunch up their shoulders with me and 
then release with a big breath out. For wrist tension I 
demonstrate by holding my phone close to one hand 
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To teach online OR not to teach online? - cont.

and demonstrating a fluid wrist technique. They need to 
concentrate on my online demo and surprisingly, without 
any touch, the results often come faster! 

Another frustration was a lag in the sound as information 
was transmitted through satellites and cables. I like to sing, 
count and play along with my students and I couldn’t do it 
as easily. I would adjust to their lag and then they adjusted 
to mine and it all disintegrated from there. Now if I want 
to count while they play, I will record myself on a separate 
recording device, playing the passage and counting out 
loud. Then I play it back to them and have them play 
along with the recording. I have done this so often that 
I can hear past the lag and get a good sense of how well 
they are playing and if further ideas are needed. Even if 
you can’t hear past the lag, it is still a good option for the 
student. The student can use a screen record option on 
their smartphone and they will have a good recording to 
practice with during the week. Every phone has a different 
way to access the screen recorder so it’s best to Google 
‘screen recording for iPhone’ or ‘screen recording for 
Android’.

One of the biggest Pros to teaching online is peering into a 
students’ music space and seeing what kind of piano they 
practice on; 

• spring-weighted 61-note keyboard? (Yikes!, if they 
have been playing more than 6 months)

• out-of-tune old upright? (How can they develop a good 
ear?, and playing together will be abrasive.)

• In-tune acoustic upright? (Fabulous!) 

• 88-note weighted digital (Great!). 

You can also see where their piano is - a dark room in the 
basement or sunny room near the kitchen? The online 
lesson gives you a more intimate experience with their 
piano world at home. Be prepared to have your piano 
tuner/technician’s phone number nearby :-) 

Teaching Kids

Kids that are younger than 8 or 9 need a parent in the 
online lesson with them. Phone calls and notifications eat 
up lesson time and parents will minimize interruptions and 
take notes for weekly practice. Bonus, the parents become 
more involved in the practicing when they write the notes. 

Teaching online is an opportunity to use the children’s toys 
in their lesson. 

• Find some Lego and put all red Lego on the C’s and 
blue Lego on the F’s. 

• Take a bar of music and arrange the coloured blocks 
rhythmically. Use blue Lego for quarter notes, yellow 
for half notes, red is eighth notes and white is a whole 
note. 

• Grab a favorite stuffy and practice stroking its soft fur. 
This helps to create a ‘stroke-not-poke’ feeling for the 
piano. 

• Grab some pots and wooden spoons from the kitchen 
and bang out the rhythm of their music. 

Using toys from home adds to their comfort level and they 
are likely to continue using them in their practice during 
the week. 

Teaching Adults

Ask your adult or teen student to turn off notifications 
on their phone for the duration of the online lesson. 
Notifications = distractions that eat up lesson time. 

Before the lesson ask them to email you photo’s or pdf’s 
of the music they are working on. I import these into 
ForScore on my iPad or you can print them out on your 
printer. Start with a clean copy instead of one that has 
been marked if possible. It is important you both have the 
same edition of the music they are working on so time 
isn’t wasted explaining different fingering or editing. 
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ForScore allows you to annotate music with all sorts of 
colours and various pen widths. You can be creative with 
your marks and get their attention. For example – we have 
all had students with a musical passage that comes back 
every week with the same problem. I zoom in on that 
passage, take a screen shot and email it to the student 
with instructions that for the first 3 days of practice, this is 
the ONLY part of the music to work on. The concept of ‘not 
always starting at the beginning and playing through to the 
end ’ starts to become a reality!

How much should I charge?

Some teachers feel they should charge less for an online 
lesson. This is not the case. It may feel new to you and 
there may be some adjustments along the way, but you 
are giving a ‘live’ lesson that has the same value as one 
in your studio. Online lessons are not to be compared to 
online YouTube lessons where there is no interaction. You 
are very much there to give your sage advice and create a 
better piano player. 

I know there are many teachers currently teaching some 
online lessons at a discount or at no charge during this 
health crisis. That is to be commended. If parents are 
having financial hardship, offering to continue lessons for 
less is a wonderful gift. These are exceptional times. 

To teach online OR not to teach online? - cont.

Bonus

There are a few bonuses when you teach online; 

• You get less colds. 

• Students taking a piano exam or competing in a 
festival can have short 15 minute ‘check-in’ lessons 
without having to travel to your studio. At exam time 
I charge for an extra 1-hour lesson and give four 
15-minute online lessons. It’s a short lesson to keep 
them focused and give practice tips. 

• Parts of the online lesson can be videoed and sent 
using wetransfer.com. We Transfer is a free app that 
allows large files to be sent. 

Summary

Online teaching is here to stay. Teaching online is simply an 
option when a traditional in-person piano lesson doesn’t 
work. Traditional lessons will always be the norm and 
teaching online is part of teaching in the 21st century! I 
hope this article has given you a few tips and increased 
your confidence to teach online. Please email me3 if you 
have any questions or fabulous online teaching ideas you 
want to share.

April 26 Update

The internet is a-buzz with online teaching success’s and 
issues. I would like to address three of the most common 
problems, sound quality, sore throats with back aches and 
why we are here. 

Sound Quality – if you are using Zoom there are a few 
buttons in the advanced audio section you need to know 
about. Zoom is designed for voice meetings not music 
and by fixing these buttons you will get a much better 
sound. Here is a YouTube link https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=50NoWIiYECA&feature=youtu.be  to watch so 
you can follow along and fix your Zoom account. 

Sore throat and sore back –My #1 recommendation… use 
a set of headphones with comfortable earbuds that has 

http://www.wetransfer.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50NoWIiYECA&feature=youtu.be
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To teach online OR not to teach online? - cont.

a microphone built in. Either use wireless or get a cable 
extender for your headphone jack. You need to move 
around as though you were in a live lesson. Students don’t 
need to see you in their screen 100% of the time. We 
teachers all close our eyes in lessons to listen more intently 
to a student, so you don’t need to see them 100% of the 
time either! A microphone will allow you to speak at a 
lower volume and the headphones will allow you to hear 
more clearly. 

Keep it simple and be there for your student emotionally 
as well as musically. These are strange times and “music 
hath charms to soothe a savage breast!”

When Linda Gould was a 
child her friends called her 
Linderace because she loved 
playing boogie woogie as well 
as classical piano. She’s lived in 
the classical and jazz worlds for 
most of her life. 

Linda is an award winning 
pianist, educator and RMT with 
an honours BMus from UVic and an ARCT in performance. 

She is the author of a piano chording course, Play Piano Chords 
Today. When she isn’t writing, she loves to teach and travel the 
world performing on two pianos with her husband, Dave Paulson 
or her sister Susan Gould.

Customers can still access supplies from Long & McQuade at this time, here is the latest info  
https://www.long-mcquade.com/news/4604 

mailto:playpianochordstoday@gmail.com
https://www.playpianochordstoday.com/
https://www.playpianochordstoday.com/
https://www.long-mcquade.com/news/4604 
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Members info. . . 

Do you need some SRMTA brochures . . . 

 You will find these on website under Members only

  - Download and print
     Please note - Everyone is encouraged to print the brochure on cream coloured paper.

SRMTA Annual General Meeting

Friday , October 23, 2020   

10:45 am - 12:15 pm

Meeting will be held on Zoom 
  You will receive a link to join the sessions and AGM after payment and form is received.   
    Please contact karenfran@sasktel.net for the link if you are not attending the convention.

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION
“Robert’s Rules of Order” has long been the norm in governing meetings, however they 
are very complicated and rather archaic. SRMTA has decided to use the “Democratic 
Rules of Order” (https://www.democraticrules.com/ ). This change requires a change to 
our Administrative Bylaws (Item #5.4 (g))
 
M/S by D. Woolrich/K. Frandsen to make the change in the Administrative Bylaws from 
“Robert’s Rules of Order” to “Democratic Rules of Order”.
 
This resolution will be presented and voted on at the AGM October 23, 2020.
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Friday October 23, 2020 

Music: A Collaborative Affair 

 

Keynote: Gordon Gerrard Music Director, RSO 

Clark Schaufele Virtual Masterclass on Collaborating 

Melissa Morgan Virtually Collaborating with your  
       Choral Community   

Convention Fees 

Welcome to all who would like to attend! 

$35 Per Person 

$25 Per Person for SRMTA Members 

 
Deadline to Register and Pay: October 9, 2020 

Pay Fee At: www.srmta.com/convention-2020 

 

*The flat fee is all inclusive, regardless of the number of 
events attended throughout the online convention 

First Ever SRMTA Virtual Convention & AGM 

Find Online Convention Schedule and AGM details 

 at www.srmta.com/convention-2020 

http://www.srmta.com/convention-2020
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The Saskatchewan Registered Music Teachers’ Association is excited to announce their upcoming 
“Virtual” Provincial Convention coming LIVE from Regina: Friday, October 23 , 2020 
 “Music: A Collaborative Affair!” 

Our 2020 Convention has “gone virtual” and so has our Masterclass!   

In our new format, we are very pleased to offer a Masterclass on collaborating with Dr. Clark Schaufele, a 
Regina-based musician with a specialty in collaborative work.   

Clark will join us on Friday, October 23 for a live practical Masterclass incorporating pieces submitted by our 
members. He will find common collaborative threads in those pieces and through a combination of lecture, 
demonstration and Q &A, provide us with helpful and relevant musical information.   

To submit a piece, please note the following:  

1. All disciplines and genres are welcome. ie:  Solo piano/voice/instrumental pieces with an 
accompanying instrument(s), larger vocal/piano/ instrumental ensembles like duets, trios quartets  or 
multi-disciplined works.  We are looking for a total of 12-15 pieces.  

2. Submit your choice by email to karenfran@sasktel.net by September 23, 2020 and include a scanned 
pdf copy of the music.   

NOTE:  Entire pieces will not be discussed. Clark will discuss concepts and use the suggested pieces as example.  

On behalf of the convention committee, we thank you for your consideration in being part of this Masterclass 
and we look forward to seeing you at our Virtual Convention- Music: A Collaborative Affair.  

Virtual Masterclass on Collaborating with Dr. Clark Schaufele  
 

**Submit your repertoire suggestions by September 23, 2020 

Alberta-born pianist Clark Schaufele enjoys a multi -faceted career, spanning 
genres beyond classical piano - on both the keyboards and the double bass, he 
has been involved in many performances, tours, and studio recordings across 
Canada and Europe, ranging from classical and jazz to country and folk.  
 
A dedicated performer and educator, Clark has been involved in various 
musical theatre productions, including performances such as Gilbert and 
Sullivan's Pirates of Penzance, Monty Python's Spamalot, Grease, and Into the 
Woods.  He has also enjoyed working as an instructor and accompanist at the 
Banff Summer Strings Program and Regina Summer Strings.  

As a pianist, he regularly performs across the prairies for organisations such as Gustin House, Ranva House, 
Regina Musical Club, and the Hands Across series. Between academic seasons, he frequently performs as 
part of the Regina Chamber Music Festival, Ritornello Festival, Stratford Summer Music Festival and the 
Orlando Festival in the Netherlands.    
 
Always dedicated to furthering his grasp on musical performance, Clark holds degrees from Indiana 
University (BMus) and Université de Montréal (MMus, DMus), and has spent several seasons studying at the 
Banff Centre Fall and Winter residencies.  Clark has benefited greatly from the musical guidance of Henk 
Guitart, Marc Durand, and Paul Stewart.  
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SRMTA Virtual Convention and AGM                     
Registration Form (Deadline October 9, 2020) 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Email:___________________________ Phone Number:_____________________________ 

NOTE:   All sessions and AGM will be delivered via Zoom.  You will receive a link to 
join the sessions and AGM after payment and form is received.  

         Fees: All sessions and AGM 

 ______  $35 

 ______  $25—For SRMTA members 

TOTAL: $______   DEADLINE:  October 9, 2020 

 Please make cheques payable to “SRMTA—Regina Branch” 

 Or pay using PayPal: www.srmta.com 

 Or E-transfer (after June 1, 2020) to registrar@srmta.com  

Please mail completed form and cheque to: 
 SRMTA Regina Branch 
 C/O Karen Frandsen 
 3634 28th Avenue 
 Regina, SK  S4S 2N6 
 
For Paypal and E-transfer– Email completed 
form to : karenfran@sasktel.net 
 
 

The flat fee is all inclusive, regardless of 
the number of sessions attended. All are 

welcome to attend the AGM.  

For further information    
contact Karen Frandsen: 

karenfran@sasktel.net  

Music: A Collaborative Affair 
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Executive Members

President
Patricia Niekamp
35 Dragan Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5C8
(306) 374-7899
pen229@mail.usask.ca

Past President
Lynn Ewing
726 10th St. E.
Saskatoon, SK S7H 0H1
(306) 652-2240
lewing@sasktel.net

Vice President
Nicholas Arsenault
4 - 701 Victoria Avenue
Saskatoon, SK S7N 0A3
(306) 220-7413
nickarsenault5@gmail.com

Registrar/Treasurer/Secretary
Terri-Lynn Mitchell
50 Hoeschen Cresent
Saskatoon, SK S7J 2T1
 registrar@srmta.com

Board Members

Karen Frandsen
3634 - 28th Ave.
Regina, SK S4S 2N6
(306) 790-7040
karenfran@sasktel.net

Diane Jones
Box 994
Yorkton, SK S3N 2X3
(306) 641-9887
dianejones75@gmail.com

Diana Woolrich
3066 Angus Street
Regina, SK S4S 1P3
(306) 586-5958
woolrich.diana@gmail.com

Executive & Board Members

Other

CFMTA First Delegate
Patricia Niekamp
35 Dragan Crescent
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5C8
(306) 374-7899
pen229@mail.usask.ca

CFMTA Second Delegate
Nicholas Arsenault
4 - 701 Victoria Avenue
Saskatoon, SK S7N 0A3
(306) 220-7413
nickarsenault5@gmail.com

Opus Newsletter Editor
Dina Pollock
32908 Bevan Ave
Abbotsford, BC V2S 1T3
(604) 614-3298
editor@srmta.com

Webmaster
Michael Eckert-Lyngstad
2 - 165 Academy Dr.
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 5J3
michael@guitarsmart.ca

Members,
Do you have an idea for an article or 
would you like to do a couple of book reviews..
Please let me know
  Thanks
   Dina  -  editor@srmta.com

mailto:editor%40srmta.com?subject=
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Archivist
Anne McGilp
35 Porteous Crescent, Saskatoon, SK S7J 2S7
(306) 373-8433  |  rmtmcgilp@sasktel.net

Dorothy Bee Memorial Scholarship
TBD

Florence Bowes Scholarship Competition for Piano
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240  |  lewing@sasktel.net

Canada Music Week
TBD

Composers Division
Vacant

Canadian National Conservatory of Music
Laureen Kells
Box 57, Tuffnell, SK S0A 4G0
(306) 272-4762  |  lkells@sasktel.net

London College
Vacant

Lyell Gustin Memorial Piano Scholarship
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240  |  lewing@sasktel.net

Jean McCulloch Memorial Junior Piano Competition
Karen Frandsen
3634 - 28th Avenue, Regina, SK S4S 2N6
(306) 790-7040  |  karenfran@sasktel.net

U of Regina Senate
Lore Ruschiensky
#208 - 2050 College Aveune, Regina, SK S4P 4M3
(306) 789-8414  |  lore_rusch@accesscomm.ca

U of Saskatchewan Senate
Kathleen Lohrenz Gable
419 Crean Lane, Saskatoon, SK S7J 3X3
(306) 373-1785  |  gklh@shaw.ca

Royal Conservatory of Music
Kathleen Lohrenz Gable
419 Crean Lane, Saskatoon, SK S7J 3X3
(306) 373-1785  |  gklh@shaw.ca

Trinity College
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240  |  lewing@sasktel.net

SMEA
Vacant

SMFA
Vacant

SRMTA Community Music Awards
Diana Woolrich
3066 Angus Street, Regina, SK S4S 1P3
(306) 586-5958  |  woolrich.diana@gmail.com

SRMTA Summer Music Camp Award
Nicholas Arsenault
4 - 701 Victoria Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7N 0A3
(306) 220-7413  |  nickarsenault5@gmail.com

SRMTA/CFMTA Student Composer Competition
Diane Jones
Box 994, Yorkton, SK S3N 2X3
(306) 641-9887  |  dianejones75@gmail.com

Gordon C. Wallis Memorial Piano Competition
Lynn Ewing
726 - 10th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7H OH1
(306) 652-2240  |  lewing@sasktel.net

Young Artist
Claire Seibold
Box 2024, Rosetown, SK S0L 2V0
(306) 882-3591  |  rcseibold@sasktel.net

Appointees of 2019 SRMTA
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THE BATTLEFORDS BRANCH
President Robyn Rutherford
Box 1360 Unity, SK S0K 4L0
(306) 228-2493  |  rutherford4@sasktel.net

Secretary Diane Neil
Box 24, Unity, SK S0K 4L0
(306) 228-3782  |  jdneil228@sasktel.net

EAST CENTRAL BRANCH
President Christy Waldner
Box 298, Muenster, SK S0K 2Y0
(306) 682-2115  |  k.c.waldner@sasktel.net

Secretary Allison Sarauer
Box 165, Annaheim, SK S0K 0G0
(306) 231-7663  |  sarauermusic@sasktel.net

LLOYDMINSTER BRANCH
President Pam Rollheiser
Box 3012,  Lloydminster, SK S9V 1P4
(306) 825-4168  |  nprollheiser@bellevista.ca

PRINCE ALBERT BRANCH
President Marilyn Lohrenz
303 - 25th Avenue, Prince Albert, SK S6V 4P5
(306) 763-7382  |  wmlz@shaw.ca

Secretary Lorna Gibson
405 - 21st Street West, Prince Albert, SK S6V 4J5
(306) 763-5996  |  rlgibson@shaw.ca

REGINA BRANCH
President Rachel Xiao
5029 Tutor Way, Regina, S4W 0H5
(306) 501-0696  |  ruoqi_angel@hotmail.com

Secretary Marina Wensley
3090 Wascana Glen, Regina, SK S4V 2L4
(306) 546-2890  |  wensleytm@sasktel.net

SASKATOON BRANCH
President Chris Kelly
353 Anderson Cres., Saskatoon, SK S7H 4A2
(306) 668-4425  |  cp.kelly@shaw.ca

Secretary Terri-Lynn Mitchell
Unit 135- 425 115th Street E., Saskatoon, SK S7N 2E5
(306) 715-5823  |  terrilynn.mitchell14@gmail.com

SWIFT CURRENT BRANCH
President Janet Gieck
PO Box 81, Pambrun, SK S0N 1W0
(306) 582-0021  |  janet.gieck@gmail.com

Secretary Chanella Thompson

(306) 123-4567  |  chanella.h@hotmail.com

WEST CENTRAL BRANCH
President Clayton Braybrook
805 - 2nd St. E., Kindersley, SK S0L 1S0
(306) 460-8877  |  ceebee@sasktel.net

Secretary Helen Barclay
Box 81, Kindersley, SK S0L 1S0
(306) 463-6695  |  helen.barclay2@gmail.com

YORKTON BRANCH
President Laurel Teichroeb
385 Circlebrook Dr., Yorkton, SK S3N 3C5
(306) 783-6858  |  ljoyteichroeb@gmail.com

Secretary Diane Jones
Box 994, Yorkton, SK S3N 2X3
(306) 641-9887  |  dianejones75@gmail.com

Branch Presidents & Secretaries
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From the Editor
Hello Everyone,

What a different year this has been so far.  
A new learning curve for most of us with the 
move to online lessons. I am finding both 
positive and negative issues with this new 
way to teach my students but with each 
lesson this way of teaching is getting easier. 
For my students, seeing me every week 
(even just on a computer screen) is a tiny 
bit of normal life for them and maybe more 
important that we may realize. Online lesson 
do mean that there are no more ‘snow days’ 
in my future.

So to work . . .

Delays - due to the current conditions, the 
printing companies are working with skeleton 
crews to be safe, which means that the print 

Brandon University .................................................................................... 4
       BrandonU.ca/Music

Frostad Piano Services .............................................................................. 11
       www.frostadpianoservices.ca

Derek Gibson ............................................................................................. 23
       derekg@sasktel.net

Long & McQuade ....................................................................................... 27
       long-mcquade.com

Music for Young Children .......................................................................... 16
      m.unrau@myc.com

My Music Staff ........................................................................................... 12
      www.mymusicstaff.com

Yamaha Canada ...............................................................................................  2
      ca.yamaha.com

magazine may take a bit longer to print and 
mail out. I will keep you informed of any 
changes.

Branch Reports - I would like to have a focus 
for our branch reports. I suggested this to the 
board and it has been appoved. The results:

• December 15 - CMW report
• June 1 - Annual Branch report
• September 15 - Highlight of a branch 

event - this could be an informal get 
together, a workshop, a concert. . . . if 
you have any quesitons, please let me 
know.

That is all for now - Enjoy and be safe.

Thanks

Dina Pollock
editor@srmta.com

Dina

http://BrandonU.ca/Music
http://www.frostadpianoservices.ca
mailto:derekg%40sasktel.net?subject=
http://long-mcquade.com
mailto:m.unrau%40myc.com?subject=
http://www.mymusicstaff.com
http://ca.yamaha.com
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